WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO 


VOIYAINV | 


LUGER’S MESSAGE 


J 

) 

- J 

A =m 
i jae 
—— 

— —) 
r x 

« =) 

= 

"] 

= 

J 


"I 200-680-2600 


we sek 
Koco S RECUTIGE | ATA 
NO one 


—1-900-451 mrs REST alae eee 


the UFC Fightline and get the latest updates on the toughest, most electrifying 
mixed martial arts event in the world—The Ultimate Fighting Championship! 
the inside scoop from the masters of the Octagon, including Dan Severn, 
Ken Shamrock, Dave Benetau, Oleg Taktarov and more. 
your UFC knowledge. 
the UFC trivia game and win valuable prizes. 
for who you think will win the next UFC Superfight. 
All this and more on the official UFC Fightline, because you asked for it! 


If It’s Not In The Octagon...It’s NOT Real! 


CALL: NOW. 


a This ge is available for both touch tone and rotary-dial phones. 
$1.99 per minute (USA) $2.49 per minute (Canada) 
39p Cheap Rate, 49p Peak Rate, including VAT (UK) 


“SPORTS CORP. Sponsored by SEG Sports Corp., New York, NY 
©1995 Kids under 18 must get parents’ permission before calling. 
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HALF-TON OF HOLY MAIL 

| read the story, “A Half-Ton Of 
Holy Hell! Diesel Vs. Yokozuna: 
The Match The Promoters Are 
Afraid To Make” (Fall 1995), and | 
feel that it just shows that 
wrestling, like all professional 
sports, is a business first and fore- 
most. Right now, Mabel is a top 
contender to the WWF World title, 
so he was the one people wanted 
to see get the shot at Sum- 
merSlam, not Yokozuna. Besides 
winning the King of the Ring, just 
what did Mabel do to deserve that 
title shot? Nothing. He has never 
done anything in his career that 
would make him a serious chal- 
lenger to the WWF World champi- 
onshibp title. 

Now | am not a big Yokozuna 
fan, but the man is a two-time for- 
mer WWF World champion. Just 
because he held the World tag 
team title for much of 1995 doesn’t 
mean that his singles skills should 
be ignored. | think a third title reign 
for Yokozuna could only be good 
for business in the WWF. He 
deserves more title shots. 

BRUCE GRAY 
Orlando, FL 


It's obvious that the promoters 
are the ones who are afraid to 
make the match between WWF 
World champion Diesel and 
Yokozuna because “Big Daddy 
Cool” would never back down 
from a challenge. Diesel is too 
proud to duck a challenge, even 
from an enormous heavyweight 
like Yoko. 

Yokozuna doesn’t really 
deserve title shots anyway. He 
wrestles almost exclusively in tag 


4 


eee 


. MAILBAG 
Box 1148 
» Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Send letters to: 


team matches with Owen 
Hart, and he lost the few 
matches he did have with 
Diesel in 1995. Even if he | 
did get another shot, | don’t 
think that anything could 
help him gain the gold a third 
time, including extensive interfer- 
ence from Jim Cornette. 
Yokozuna should just stick 
to what is working for him 
now, which is tag team match- 
es, and he should stay away 
from Diesel. 
LISA STEVENS 
Philadelphia 


Diesel (left) and Yokozuna (below) have 
only wrestied each other a few times. 
Our readers disagree as to whether big 
Yoko, a two-time former Worid champ, 
deserves more World title shots. 


DREAM JOB 


| think it’s a shame that WCW 
Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel is 
doing such a poor job overseeing 
the promotion. He is basically let- 
ting World champion Hulk Hogan 
and his main rival, Kevin Sullivan, 
do whatever they want. | think 
Bockwinkel should just step down 
(Continued on page 6) 
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and give the job to someone more 
impartial, like me. I’m sure | would 
take care of some business. 

The first thing | would do is strip 
Hogan of the title that he has held 
for more than a year so someone 
who deserves it—someone who 
would defend it regularly—could 
hold it. In other words, someone 
like Ric Flair. 

Commissioner Lee Millholland. | 
like the sound of that. 

LEE MILLHOLLAND 
Dalton, GA 


LET THE BLOOD FLOW 

| just loved “The Maim 
Event” (Fall 1995). It was 
great to relive all of those 
bloody matches and feuds 
again. In my opinion, today’s 
wrestlers aren’t nearly as 
brutal as some of those from 
years gone by were. ECW 
wrestlers come close, but 
Tommy Dreamer beating on 
Raven isn’t the same as 
Bruiser Brody or The Sheik 
mauling someone, or the 
Sheepherders and The 
Fantastics brutalizing each 
other in those classic 
barbed-wire matches. 

| think the WWF and 
WCW are losing out by not 
sanctioning more brutal 
matches for the feuds that 
beg for them. Maybe if 
Owen and Bret Hart had 
been allowed to go at it ina 
barbed-wire match, their 
feud would have ended 
months ago. 

“The Maim Event” shows 
that throughout wrestling his- 


(Continued from page 4) 


room for the blood to flow. 
MICHAEL STOME 
Tampa, FL 


STAY JUST A LITTLE LONGER 
I'm glad that Sabu has decided 
to continue wrestling in the United 
States, even if only for a little while 
in WCW. It would be a shame for 
us to miss out on the rest of his 
career just because there is no 
American promotion willing to let 


him do what he does best. 
Unfortunately, | don’t think Sabu 
will be encouraged to use some of 
his most dangerous moves in 
WCW. He may break a few tables, 
but | doubt that we'll ever see him 
execute some of his craziest 
moves while he’s there. 

What will Sabu really be able to 
do in WCW? There is no light 
heavyweight championship, and 
most of the men ahead of him in 


tory, there has always been he sheik (carving up Harley Race’s face) is perhaps the most brutal man ever to enter a 
room for blood and gore. wrestling ring. Reader Michael Stome longs for the days when blood-thirsty maniacs like 
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the rankings are much larger. | just 

hope that his tenure there 

doesn’t discourage him from 

wrestling in the United States for 
a long time to come. 

GARY ULSHAFER 

Binghamton, NY 


SEVERNMANIA? 

| can’t believe that two of the 
“experts” you chose for the “Head 
To Head” between Dan Severn 
and Mike Tyson in the Fall 1995 
issue actually picked Tyson to 
beat the NWA champion in a UFC- 
style match. Come on! Tyson is 
just a big bruiser who knows how 
to throw a good punch. Severn 
would tear him apart very methodi- 
cally in a UFC match. Tyson, | 
believe, would try to overpower 
Severn within a minute or two, but 
he would fall right into Dan’s trap. 
Remember, Tyson's only a boxer. 
Severn is a professional wrestler 
who is trained in many different 
martial arts. If Tyson is smart, he'll 
never even consider entering a 
UFC competition. When he won 
UFC last year, Dan Severn proved 
that wrestlers are definitely the 

best athletes in the world! 
RICH MAXWELL 
Jackson Hole, WY 


DISGRACING A LEGEND 
| think it’s a total disgrace that 
Ric Flair would even think of ruin- 
ing his reputation and legend sta- 
tus just for another shot at the 
World belt (“Ric Flair Risks It All 
For One More Gold Rush,” Fall 
1995). Flair used to be the con- 
summate champion, and he really 
has nothing left to prove to anyone 
else, so | don’t understand why he 
is striving to win another title. 
| hate to see a legend trying to 
surpass his past accomplishments 
instead of resting on his laurels. 
Flair, you are the greatest 
NWA/WCW World champion in 
history; please retire before you 
ruin your own legend. Please do it 
before it’s too late. 
CINDY SCOTT 
Harrisburg, PA C1 
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Since its debut issue in August 1992, the Wrestle America concept has proven to be wildly 
popular with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded coverage of the 
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magazine brings you right to the ring for photo highlights of the WWF and WCW. 
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"VE KNOWN RIC FLAIR and Arn 

Anderson for a long time, and I thought 

I knew what their friendship was all 
about. Sometimes in a friendship, two peo- 
ple who have tremendous respect for each 
other unwittingly take on different roles in 
the relationship. One has the dominant role, 
the other is the follower. It’s possible that 
one person might make demands of the 
other without even realizing it, and the 
other might actually honor those demands 
without realizing what he’s doing. 

I’ve talked to a few psychologists about 
this, and they all say it’s perfectly normal. 
Flair and Anderson had this kind of rela- 
tionship for a long time, where Flair was 


Ric Flair and Arn 
Anderson have been 
good friends for a 
long time, but they 
were not getting 
along around the 
time of Fall Brawl. 
Arn got special satis- 
faction from the way 
he defeated Flair at 
that pay-per-view. 


with Bill Apter 


the unacknowledged leader and Anderson 
did just about whatever he said. People 
play roles, but if they took the time to step 
back and look at themselves, they Euan 
not like what they see. 

That’s what happened with Flair and 
Arn over the past few months. Maybe he 
did it at the urging of his family, but Arn 
stepped back and said, “Wait a second. 
Ric’s not even a champion anymore, so 
why am I doing these things for him? Let’s 
see him get by on his own.” 

Arn might have meant that in a perfectly 
positive way, but that’s not the way Flair 
took it. There are friendships in which one 
person borrows from another and never 
returns what he borrows; when asked to 
finally return something, the borrower acts 
as if he has been insulted. Flair couldn’t 
believe that Arn, who helped him all his 
life, suddenly wasn’t there for him and 
actually expected him to do something on 
his own. 

“What I don’t understand is that there 
have been times when Ric got along with- 
out me just fine,” Anderson said, “but the 
second I’m around, he expects me to be his 
slave. I don’t think Ric has ever realized 
how much he can do on his own. He 
always talks about wanting people to 
respect him, but I don’t think he respects 
himself. Maybe something good will come 
out of this. I’m doing that man a favor.” 

Although Flair doesn’t see it that way, 
others do. I was talking to Matt Brock the 
other day, and he agreed that for all Flair’s 
accomplishments, people still view him as 
a rulebreaker who relied on a lot of illegal 
methods, including Arn’s interference, to 
achieve what he has achieved. There is a 
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“Yeah, but ...” quality to Flair’s 
career. 

Unfortunately for Flair, just 
when he was about to prove to 
Arn his ability to get by on his 
own, Brian Pillman entered the 
mix and interfered. The Flair- 
Anderson match at Fall Brawl 
was destined to be a classic 
until “Flyin’” Brian interfered, 
and I’m pretty sure Flair would 
have prevailed. The battle had 
reached the point at which pre- 
match momentum no longer 
mattered. It was irrelevant that 
Arn had incentive to prove him- 
self and emerge from Flair’s 
shadow. The match had come 
down to pure skill, and that’s 
where Flair shines. 

“*Double-A’s’ knee was 
damaged goods,” Flair said, 
referring to the figure-four 
leglocks he planted on 
Anderson. “My arm wasn’t 
doing so good, either, but that 
wasn’t going to cost me the 
match. You saw him holding his 
knee. One more figure-four and 
I would’ve had him.” 

Instead of Flair having An- 
derson, Anderson had Flair 
when Pillman climbed onto the 
ring apron and kicked Flair in the back of 
the head. One Arn DDT and it was over. A 
23-minute anticlimax that left both men 
without the clean victory each had so 
desired. Actually, Arn didn’t seem too dis- 
turbed by the nature of the win, calling it 
“the chickens coming home to roost. He 
got what I’ve dished out for him for 10 
years.” 

That’s a very interesting way of describ- 
ing failure. Arn is still caught in Flair’s 
shadows, and he always will be. There’s no 
way Anderson can come close to equaling 
Flair’s career accomplishments, and he 
knows it. Obviously, Flair is content to 
spend the rest of his career collecting large 
paychecks, and Arn’s going to have to be 
content going down in history as a great tag 
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After spending weeks 
doing “Report Card” 
segments on WWF 
broadcasts, Shane 
“Dean” Douglas has 
finally started to wres- 
tle there-and looks 
just as good as he did 
in ECW. Look for Dean 
to challenge world 
champ Diesel soon, 
says Bill Apter. 


Fan 


team wrestler—maybe the best that ever 
was—and Flair’s sidekick. 
* ok & 

It’s good to see that Shane “Dean” 
Douglas is finally getting another chance in 
the big time, although it would be nice to 
see him wrestling more often. His “Report 
Card” segments, although hilarious, don’t 
do justice to his talent. Douglas, a former 
ECW heavyweight champion, will some- 
day pose a dangerous test to WWF World 
champion Diesel. 

I give Douglas an “A” for signing 
with the WWF but an “Incomplete” for 
his activity so far. Shane, or Dean, is a 
potential straight-A student; perhaps now 
he’s merely studying for the tests 
to come. CO 


order, a 1990s sort of malaise that neatly excus- 

es me from any and all responsibilities. 
Basically, the disclaimer that concludes this col- 
umn can now be applied to my life. If you have a 
problem with anything | say or write, please mail 
your complaint to the following address: 56 
Longwalk, Shortpier, CA 90000. 

From the Surprise Anatomy Dept: Despite 
rumors to the contrary, a backbone does exist 
beneath Gorilla Monsoon’s blubbery frame. By 
awarding a World title shot to mediocre rulebreak- 
er Jean-Pierre Lafitte, Monsoon demonstrated 
the ability to make an intelligent decision, a skill 
not previously part of the WWF president's job 
description. Lafitte’s more popular in his native 
Quebec than a six-pack of cold Molsons. That he 
isn’t a leading contender is irrelevant. It's a good 
business and wrestling decision to give the home- 
town hero-a shot at the gold. Lafitte has as much 
chance of defeating Diesel as Quebec has of 
seceding, but who cares? 

In a few brief months in office, Monsoon has 
made the WWF a more interesting federation to 
watch. An organization gets its strength and char- 
acter from the top. Thus far, at least, the office had 
turned Monsoon the announcing shill into 
President Monsoon. Let’s hope he can maintain 
the momentum. 

“Straight Talk” correspondent Brian Victor 
caught Hulk Hogan beach-slumming recently on 
the set of Baywatch. Was Hogan getting his beach 
bunny fix, or was he lured to the set on the 
promise of singing a duet with famed European 
crooner David Hasselhoff? Only time will tell. 

Smiling, conniving, whining, crying, cheating, 
begging, bullying ... every tactic Lex Luger has 
tried in his career has left him short of his desired 
goal of achieving superstar emeritus status. You 
can’t but hope that panic—his latest endeavor— 
will catapult Luger to a major title somewhere, 
somehow. Saving Diesel in the WWF, then chal- 
lenging Hogan in WCW eight days later, smacks of 
desperation from a reckless man. Luger doesn’t 
care anymore. And that’s a dangerous place for 
his opponents to find him. 


HAVE BEEN diagnosed with attention-deficit dis- 
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~~ with Eddie Ellner 


Gorilla Monsoon 


After years of basking in fake smiles and point- 
less cheers, Davey Boy Smith looks like a man 
who has finally found his home. Rulebreaking fits 
him like a hand-tailored suit. Perhaps his change 
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in ideology will set an example for other wrestlers 
stuck in fan favorite closets. This is the ’90s, fellas. 
Who cares what people think? Come on out! That 
means you, Bret Hart! And you, Scott Steiner 
and Razor Ramon! And you, for badness sake, 
Randy Savage! You have nothing to lose but your 
inhibitions. 

Wresiling pundits are already ballyhooing the 
Ramon-Shawn Michaels SummerSlam ladder 
match encounter as the Match of the Year. As 
much as | hate to agree with them, | ... forget it, | 
can’t do it. Sure, the match was exciting; two men 
battling on ladders is a no-brainer. And so infre- 


Abdullah the Butcher 
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quently do we see a semi-lively match last for 10, 
let alone 25 minutes, that everyone got a little 
punch drunk. Against the dismal mediocrity of the 
season, the match does stand out. Let’s hope the 
last quarter of 95 produces more inspiring match- 
es to which we can compare it. 

From the Are You Listening, God? Dept.: 
Perhaps Brooklyn’s nicest Jewish boy, Barry 
Horowitz, can celebrate year 5368 with an I-C title 
match? Barry’s recent success in matches against 
Skip proves the old axiom that if they stick around 
long enough, even warthogs get to dance. 

Meanwhile, from the Yom Kippur Files: The 
good news is that Big Van Vader atoned for his 
sins by becoming a fan favorite. The better news is 
that he intends to commit twice as many sins next 
year to atone for that. 

Yawn of the Month: The WWF World women’s 
title changed hands when Bertha Faye pinned 
Alundra Blayze. 

Surprise of the Month: While the women wres- 
tled, only 66 percent of the fans went to the bath- 
room, down from a high of 78 percent two months 
ago. Women’s wrestling, like Cyndi Lauper, is 
clearly primed for a comeback. Drop me a line at 
the previously mentioned address when it hap- 
pens. 

Move of the Month: The North American 
Wrestling Alliance’s “Beastmaster” Rick Link 
pummeled Susan Green during her match against 
Lelani Kai on August 26 in Kings Mountain, North 
Carolina, venting the frustration we all feel when 
two women meet in the ring and attempt to wres- 
tle. Get a life, ladies. Learn to sew. 

Sabu vs. Abdullah the Butcher? In a yoga-off? 
Insulted by recent claims that Abdullah the Butcher 
is an experienced yogi, Sabu’s handlers are 
demanding a demonstration. “Sabu comes from 
Bombay, India, where yoga is a revered form of 
worship and meditation,” said one associate. 
“Sabu has his own practice for many years and 
doesn’t believe Abdullah is serious. If he discovers 
Abdullah to be lying, Sabu will demand satisfaction 
in the ring.” 

Until next month, remember: Tell the story that 
you are dying to tell. That is the story that you will 
tell the best. 

[Editor's note: For those of you who have never 
had the ... um, pleasure ... of meeting Mr. Eliner, 
take our word for it: You’d rather die than listen to 
some of his tall tales. And please take this dis- 
claimer to heart, too: As always, the views 
expressed in this space are those of Ellner alone, 
and do not necessarily reflect those of anyone 
else on the staff of this magazine.] 
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One doesn’t have to observe very closely to realize that Sting’s Scorpion 
deathlock and Owen Hart’s “sharpshooter” are essentially one and the same. 
Mention that to either and you'll most likely hear that each man considers 
his version of the leglock to be the superior version. 

There is a good way to settle this: Put them both in the ring, with the stipulation 
that the match must be won using either version of the hold. Great idea. Problem is, 
Sting and Hart wrestle in different federations. Sting’s a WCW stalwart, Owen’s in 

the WWF, and there isn’t any cross-competition between the two organizations. 
So, for now at least, that battle is going to have to take place on these pages. 
An imaginary match, with two very real and outstanding competitors. 
Helped a great deal by his Scorpion deathlock, Sting has won three WCW World 
titles, as well as pne U.S. and one TV title. Of course, the “Stinger” has a lot more 
in his repertoire. He is one of the sport’s most talented, honorable, 
and enthusiastic athletes. 

Owen Hart has become the master of a hold perfected by his older brother, two- 
time former WWF World champion Bret Hart. Long recognized as one of 
wrestling’s greatest scientific competitors, Owen has skillfully incorporated the 
“sharpshooter” into his impressive repertoire. Formerly a co-holder of the WWF 
World tag team title (with Yokozuna), Owen has the ability to win with at least a 
dozen other holds and maneuvers. Right now, he happens to 
like the “sharpshooter” best. 

Once again, we’ve convened a panel of four wrestling experts to speculate on 
the outcome of a match contested only in the arena of their minds. Here we present 
the results, in an amazing “Head To Head” encounter! 
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I'll tell you what, baby: Put Sting and Owen 
Hart together in that squared circle and you've 
got yourself one classic match. An instant classic. 

| give the “Stinger” the edge in speed and 
strength, but just by a little bit, because Owen 
Hart is more powerful than you think. 
Scientifically, “The American Dream” must give 
the nod to Owen. All that time in old Stu Hart's 
basement made the boy an expert on this sport of 
ours. Sting’s a little smarter in the ring, | believe, 
because he's won some world championships and 
has faced a few more skilled competitors. When 
you're talking about aerial ability, which is so 
very important today, | rate these men even. It’s 
a wash. 

| look for Sting to start off kinda quick. That 
man’s a bundle of enthusiasm. He'll want to use that 
fan support and energy to take a fast advantage. 

But you gotta remember that Owen is one 
heckuva defensive wrestler, so | believe he'd sur- 
vive that initial attack well. | could see Sting mak- 
ing a few nasty mistakes that would cost him 
against a top-flight grappler like Owen. For a few 
minutes at least, he’d have Sting a little bit on the 
worried side. 

Now, since the match must be won by submis- 
sion—with either the Scorpion deathlock or the 
“sharpshooter"—I think we would be witness to 
a very interesting chess game. | see each man 
tryin’ to move the other into position for the kill 
pretty fast. This is where Sting’s championship 
experience comes into play. You can underesti- 
mate that experience, baby. Owen tends to get a 
little hot under the collar. He would get frustrated 
if he couldn’t finish off the “Stinger” and make a 
mistake that Sting would capitalize on right away. 
Then he'd hook on that Scorpion of his and wait 
for the bell, End of story. 

Dusty Rhodes, a three-time former 
NWA World champion and a member of 
the WCW Hall of Fame, works as a broad- 
caster for WCW. 
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Attitude. That's the key to winning. If you 
have the right attitude, you win. If you don’t, 
you lose. Pretty simple, huh? 

Owen has the right attitude. It took him a 
while, but he finally realized the rest of the Hart 
family was holding him back and told them to 
take a flying leap. Sure, it might have hurt him 
some, but look how successful he’s been since. 
He made the right move. 

Sting has attitude, too, but the wrong atti- 
tude. Here's a fine wrestler who could be better 
if he'd stop trying to live up to expectations. 
Sure, he’s won his share of belts, but at what 
price? Definitely not a price worth paying. 

Each man would carry his own attitude into 
this. Sting's trying to please everybody, while 
Owen’s trying to please himself. That means 
Owen would look to do whatever he has to to 
win. It might mean abandoning his scientific 
skills in favor of a brawl or taking risks he'd 
rather not take. Whatever if is, he does it, 
because it'll carry him that much closer to the 
win. 

Look, Sting’s beaten a lof of great wrestlers. 
| don’t deny he’s got a lot of toughness. Having 
said that, | think these guys are very evenly 
matched. That’s why Owen’s got the better 
chance. No matter how down ond dirty he gets, 
Sting is always too concerned with “fighting with 
honor.” Give me a break. Against o man like 
Owen, that's an obvious mistake. 

Owen has unbelievable determination. He'd 
lock Sting in that “sharpshooter” and refuse to 
let go until Sting submitted. It might take 
15 minutes, or an hour, or two, but Owen 
would hang in there. And Sting would be 


g. 

Paul E. Dangerously, one of the 
most successful managers in the sport 
today, currently guides the careers of Taz 
and 911 in Extreme Championship 
Wrestling. 
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The only member of the Hart family | give a 
flying hoot about is Owen. He’s a hundred times 
smarter than the rest of that brainless bunch 
combined. | respect that young man tremendous- 
ly, and of course, he is a damn fine wrestler, 
almost as good as me. 

In other words, he definitely has the goods to 
stand up to a guy like Sting. Now the “Stinger” 
must be good. He couldn't have won three 
world championships if he were a bum. He's 
kind of a wimp, but | don’t deny that he has tal- 


f. 

This would be a really, really close match. 
This would be one of those deals that would 
take a least a half-hour to decide. Both these 
guys are explosive. They like fo finish up and 
go home as quickly as possible. But if they tried 
to pour it all on here in the early going, they'd 
just tire each other out. So they both know 
going for the kill early wouldn’t be a good 
strategy. They'd look for a slower pace. 

Considering this is a stipulation match, it 
would likely go on a lot longer than usual. This 
isn't a particular problem for either man, 
because both have terrific stamina. However, 
because they both like to end matches quick, | 
think that slow pace they need to establish 
would bore them, make them both more sloppy 
and prone to screw up. That would make for a 
few close calls. 

They'd both apply their finishing moves. 


Sting’d get that deathlock of his on, but Owen . 


would fight it off, because those idiot Harts, for 
all their faults, taught him how fo resist if. When 
Owen's turn came around, Sting wouldn't be so 
lucky. Sting can’t take nearly as well as he can 
give. Chalk up another victory for the only 
decent Hart. 

Jeff Jarrett, who is on temporary 
leave from professional wrestling, is a 
three-time former WWF Intercontinental 


Normally | don’t go for fancy stipulations. 
Wrestling should be about getting in there and 
going for the pin or submission—any kind of 
pin or submission. 

In this case, though, this particular stip is 
appropriate, considering how proud each man is 
of his version of the leglock. They should be 
proud. Sting ond Owen are both among the top 
20 wrestlers in the world today. There aren't 
many guys around with the all-around skills of 
these men. 

| think Sting’s four-inch height advantage 
would give him a critical edge. Getting leverage 
on one’s opponent is as important today as it 
ever was. In close quarters, Sting is going to 
have that edge. | understand Owen has fought 
and beaten men much taller than him, but he 
has never faced Sting in the ring, so he hasn't 
had the experience of learning first-hand about 
Sting’s faults. 

On the other hand, Owen has enough know!- 
edge to give Sting plenty of trouble. Thanks to 
his dad and older brothers, he knows this sport 
better than a lot of men with more experience 
than him. He has that confidence. Sting, too, has 
confidence. His comes from having won three 
WCW World championships. Neither of these men 
is going to shy away from the challenge. 

I've seen Sting apply his Scorpion deathlock 
and Owen use his “sharpshooter.” They are two 
of the best submission holds I’ve ever seen. 
However, | think Sting’s version is more effec- 
tive. He seems to rock back more, putting 
aes pressure on the small of his opponent's 

ack. 

Due in great part to that advantage in 
height, Sting would maneuver Owen into the 
deathlock and defeat him. I'm sure Owen can 
withstand pain, but even he has his limits. 

Lou Thesz, one of the sport’s all-time 
greats, is a six-time former NWA World 
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COMPETING MONDAY NIGHT PROGRAMS 
ARE BAD FOR WRESTLING 


knows that you can go for miles and miles 
without finding a single restaurant, then 
suddenly come upon a McDonald's, a Burger 


f\ NYBODY WHO HAS ever gone for a long drive 


King, and a Wendy’s within 500 
feet of each other. Common 
sense says that these three 
establishments could have had 
plenty of room to themselves, 
but marketing sense says that 
competition is good for busi- 
ness. 

But that’s not the case in the 
television business. One show 
generally dominates a time slot, 
and with so many new over-the- 
air and cable networks, there’s 
barely enough audience to go 
around. An audience share of 
10, once considered death to a 
program, is now considered 
very healthy, 

For most of the past three 
decades, one TV program has 
dominated on Mondays from 9 
to 11 p.m. Eastern: Monday 
Night Football. Three years ago, 
however, WWF head Vince 
McMahon made an astute 
observation: Not all sports fans 
are football fans, and even 
football fans sometimes get 
bored with the first quarters of 
games. He came up with WWF 
Monday Night Raw, the most 
revolutionary wrestling show in 
history, and found a willing carri- 
er in the USA Network. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


ee  .: 
MONDAY NIGHT | 
ny = 


WWF head Vince McMahon scored big with 
fans three years ago when he introduced 
WWF Monday Night Raw. Dave Rosenbaum 
hates to see the WWF and WCW both trying to 
win over the same Monday night audience. 


Well, wrestling fans loved the new, hip concept, 
and WWF Monday Night Raw was a smash hit. 
Although it hardly dented Monday Night Football's 
ratings, it found an audience that didn’t like foot- 


ball and wasn’t turning on the 
TV. 

Always slow to catch on, 
WCW officials realized some- 
time last spring that this live 
prime time thing wasn’t a bad 
idea, So they got down to the 
business of creating an exact 
copy of Raw ... right down to 
putting it on at 9 p.m. Monday, 
in direct competition with Raw. 
Now | have to choose between 
shows, | don’t want fo. 

As is the case with most 
things WCW does, this decision 
didn’t make any sense. Six 
other nights were available, 
and one, Tuesday, was desir- 
able. Instead of carving out iis 
own niche or attracting an 
audience virtually identical to 
Monday Night Raw’s, WCW 
decided to fight for Raw’s little 
piece of the pie. 

It's okay for Burger King to 
place a restaurant next door to 
McDonald’‘s, The market for 
fast food is virtually unlimited. 

That’s not the case with pro 
wrestling, especially on cable TV. 

The result could very well be 
the demise of both programs. 

Dave Rosenbaum is a senior 
writer of WresTLE AMERICA. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


professional wrestling. Every issue, two of the world's most respected mat 


journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


COUNTERPOINT: 


COMPETING MONDAY NIGHT PROGRAMS 
ARE GOOD FOR WRESTLING 


By Dave Lenker 


upon millions of wrestling 

fans in North America, 
and about half of them 
have very little in common 
with the other half. In the 
United States and Canada, 
chances are you either love 
WCW or love the WWF, 

It’s like being a baseball 
fan: you root for either the 
American League or the 
National League. In foot- 
ball, it’s either the NFC or 
the AFC. Only the most 
knowledgeable fans have 
the patience and time to 
watch and know both. 

I'd be willing to bet that 
NBC could carry a National 
League baseball game 
and ABC could carry an 
American League game at 
the same time, and their 
audience shares wouldn‘t 
be much different than 
they would be if only one network was carrying a 
game. 

The same is true in wrestling, All WWF fans don't go 
to WCW shows or watch WCW pay-per-views. All 
WCW fans don’t go fo WWF shows or watch WWF 
pay-per-views. WWF fans don’t tune in to TBS every 
Saturday night, and WCW fans don’t watch WWF 
Monday Night Raw on the USA Network every week. 

Thanks to WCW and TNT, however, those WCW 
fans are watching a live wrestling program on 
Monday nights: WCW Monday Nitro. 

Bet your bottom dollar that Raw ‘s strong ratings 


[= ARE MILLIONS 
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WCW Monday Nitro, which often features appearances by 
Hulk Hogan, is every bit as exciting as Raw. Dave Lenker 
says this competition is good for the sport, because both 
promotions will strive to make their shows better. 


will remain intact, Nitro’s 
ratings will equal Raw’s, 
and the end result will be 
more fans watching wres- 
tling on Monday nights. 
And with each federation 
trying to outdo the other, 
we'll get better matches. 
That’s good news for 
the sport. 

People who argue that 
WCW could have found 
another night for Nitro 
don’t understand TV. 
Monday Night Football has 
been such a strong entity 
that most of the competi- 
tion has been scared 
away. As a result, many 
competing networks place 
their weakest programs on 
Monday nights from 9 to 11 
and hope to make up for it 
during the rest of the week. 

On the other hand, 
MINF’s strength has opened 
the door for the cable networks, which can get by 
with lower ratings, to try experimental programming. 
TNT and USA don’t need 20 shares, making these 
live wrestling programs perfect for attracting an 
audience with specific interests, 

For those of you who want to watch both pro- 
grams, | suggest purchasing a VCR. Either that, or 
watch TNI‘s replay of Nifro three hours after its initial 
airing. 

It’s that easy. WCW’s move makes sense. 

Dave Lenker is the managing editor of Wrestle 
AMERICA. 
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WRESTLERS OF THE MONTH 


Ratings 


WORLD TITLE For period ending September 20, 1995 


Se eeeesssessosevesscosssses eeeeseee Sooeeeeesecesoecsesses eeesesessescecces eeecvcececece 


1. Hulk Hogan = 5 l Has Giant problems : 
2. Sting + 16 2 Entering the Dungeon? lier i 
3, Lex Luger + l 3 Still wants title shots “ é 
4, Randy Savage - 3 4 One mad “Macho Man” D ALLAS 
5. Ric Flair = 2 1 Looking young again 
6. Arn Anderson + 3 2 Outfoxing Flair PAG ie 
7. Dallas Page + l 7 He’s a champion? ee 
8. Bubba Rogers - l 8 Time for a new name h ae sa sabe Sch 
9. Meng . l 9 “Doomed’ with Sullivan? AAR AMR ae 
10. Paul Orndorff = 2 9 “Wonderful” narcissist now Teer ae happen, 
WORLD TAG TEAM and we may never hear the 
Setepagaee tics ees teserscseet Perrier end of it. Yes, “Diamond” 
Dalle Page wena: tee 
1. Bagwell/Riggs + l l Quick rise to the top pes Poe ee te 
2. Harlem Heat = 9 I What's up with Sherri? Vist tehepien 
3. Buck/Slater - 3 Had their day on top Detractors say he never 
4. Nasty Boys . 1] 1 Losing that nasty edge woulduhavaawontte natch 
5. Eaton/Regal : 2 3 Struggling aristocrats had Max Muscle not inter- 
fered and made it easy for 
EE rte ie Ree ee Page to execute his “Dia- 
AMIN KC einem 0°2 20°° OFT ar 
). Sting ? i Mode! champion SGRenGEl Page isn’t one of 
2. Johnny B. Badd + ] 2 MUU ss most improved wrestlers 
3. Alex Wright = l 3 Never liked disco of 1995. He WereLaAy aon 
4. Sgt. Craig Pittman = l 4 Drill sergeant from hell inated Dave Sulkvan ee 
5. Brian Pillman . 3 3 Playing dirty again feud earlier this year, and 
also holds a handful of victo- 
soseesensccneesecncnseancascnnsencenetactacs ecsseneeneenecutenseny seseeneeeseeneeaee ids LOVSPAISNG Wright GETS 
M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high WCW’s brightest young 


stars. 

“The TV title is just step 
one,” said Page. “Hogan, 
Sting, they better be ready, 
‘cause I’m coming after their 
belts next! ‘Diamond’ Dallas 
is here to stay! | can’t 
believe how great | am!” 

Now if someone could 

i . just teach him a lesson in 
Randy Savage Arn Anderson Sgt. Craig Pittman humility. 
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more news on the locker room brawl between 

Paul Orndorff and Big Van Vader, or Lex 
Luger’s shocking return to WCW. However, 
there’s plenty else going on in this federation 
that cannot be ignored. 

There were title changes aplenty in 
September in WCW, as Harlem Heat won the 
WCW World title for the third time at Fall Brawl, 
then lost it one night later to The American 
Males, Marcus Alexander Bagwell and 


|: WOULD BE easy to fill this column with 


Hard work has paid off for 
“Diamond” Dallas Page. He is actual- 
ly a good wrestler now. He holds 
many victories over Alex Wright in 
1995 and beat The Renegade at Fall 
Brawl to win the TV title. 


By Andy Rodriguez 


Scotty Riggs. “Diamond” 
Dallas Page won the TV 
title at Fall Brawl by beating 
The Renegade. Too bad for 
Renegade. Thank you, 
DDP! 

But it isn’t Fall Brawl that 
WCW fans are talking 
about. What everyone is 
talking about is WCW 
Monday Nitro, the TV show 

that is giving WWF 
Monday Night Raw 
very stiff competi- 
tion. 

Luger made his -return to WCW on the 
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~ _Is this the facial expression of a fan 
favorite? Apparently not. Weeks after. 

_ wrestling a clean match against 
_Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman turned 
dirty and helped Am Anderson in his 
war with Ric Flair. 
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Randy Savage isn’t the most popular man — 
in Hulk Hogan’s camp. He has had dis- 
agreements with Sting, Hogan, and Lex 
Luger recently and could be on the verge © 
of turning rulebreaker. 


inaugural telecast of Nitro on September 4 in 
Bloomington, Minnesota, which featured an out- 
standing match between Brian Pillman and 
Jushin Liger. In a particularly memorable 
moment, Pillman dropkicked Liger as the 
Japanese star leaped off the top rope. “Flyin” 
Brian scored the pin after thwarting Liger’s 
attempt at a belly-to-back suplex. | hope WCW 
keeps Liger around on a more regular basis. He 
is one of the world’s most exciting wrestlers, 
and we don’t see enough of him in America. 

I’m not sure what's going on with Pillman. He 
wrestled a clean match against Liger, but wres- 
tled like a rulebreaker in a loss to Johnny B. 
Badd at Fall Brawl. Then he interfered in the 
Arn Anderson-Ric Flair match at Fall Brawl, 
helping Arn win. Where Arn, Pillman, and Flair 
are concerned, I’m not sure who’s a rulebreaker 
and who’s a fan favorite. As we went to press, | 
learned that Sting had agreed to team with 
Flair against Pillman and Arn at Halloween 
Havoc. | have a feeling Sting will live to regret 
that decision. 

| also have a feeling we'll see a new version 
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of The Four 
Horsemen by 
Christmas. 


World champion 
Hulk Hogan has 
more to worry 
about than this 
new Giant, who 
injured the “Hulk- 
ster’s” neck after 
Hogan’s team beat 
the Dungeon of 
Doom at Fall 
Brawl’s “War 
Games.” He has to 
figure out who his 
friends and ene- 
mies are. Luger 
and Randy Sav- 
age are both sup- 
posedly fan fa- 
vorites and allies of 
Hogan, but they’ve 
been bickering a 
lot lately. My guess 
is that the “Macho 
Man” will be a rulebreaker again soon. And | 
wouldn’t be surprised if Jimmy Hart joined him. 
My sources tell me Hart is getting sick of stay- 
ing in the background while Hogan continues to 
hog the spotlight in WCW. 

Hogan,. by the way, promised to give Luger 
another crack at the World title somewhere 
down the line. | wouldn’t hold my breath if | 
were Lex. Besides, | wasn’t impressed by 
Luger’s performance against Hogan at the 
September 11 Nitro. Luger's “torture rack” didn’t 
seem to do much damage to the “Hulkster” in 
that match. 

There is a lot of excitement about Sabu’s 
decision to compete in WCW, if only on a part- 
time basis. Though Sabu didn’t make his WCW 
debut until September, many of WCW’s 
wrestlers already knew a lot about him. 

“He’s preceded by his reputation,” said Alex 
Wright, who beat Sabu by reverse decision on 
September 11. “There is nothing he won't do in 
that ring. | would love to face him again. | didn’t 
realize how vicious he was until | wrestled him!” 

Sabu continues to be advised by The Sheik, 
who might start showing up at ringside for his 
WCW matches. Just pray the legendary mad- 
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Irwin R. Schyster must not have parted on 
good terms with the WWF. He is now compet- 
ing in WCW as V.K. Wall Street. Is that V.K. as 
in Vincent K. McMahon? 


man, who suffered a heart attack earlier this 
year, will resist the temptation to compete! 
Michael Wall Street is back in WCW. I’m 
sorry, it’s now V.K. Wall Street. He, of course, 
had been competing in the 
WWF as Irwin R. Schyster 
Former WWF World 
champion The Iron Sheik 
was seen backstage at a 
WCW TV taping recently. 
Let’s not even think about 
why ... Aside from sporting a 
new look, Meng is now fin- 
ishing off his opponents with 
the Asiatic spike sleeper, a 
hold popularized by Terry 
Gordy ... “The American 
Dream” Dusty Rhodes is 
now co-hosting WCW Sat- 
urday Night. 
| love Paul Orndorff’s new 
entrance music. | never 
knew “Mr. Wonderful” was 
into opera. Disco Inferno is 
also very entertaining, but if 
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he wants to get to the top of WCW, he might 
want to find a way to win a significant match or 
two. 

Pillman and Liger aren’t the only ones treating 
WCW fans to displays of scientific excellence. 
Dean Malenko and Eddy Guerrero, who had 
been competing regularly in ECW, brought their 
action-packed feud to Center Stage Theater in 
Atlanta recently. Malenko won the bout with a 
power bomb. 

“Some folks want to see a lot of kicking and 
punching,” Malenko said, “but there are others 
who appreciate good wrestling. From the open- 
ing bell, | felt like | belonged in WCW.” 

Do Col. Robert Parker and “Sister” Sherri 
Martel make the most ridiculous couple of all- 
time or what? Why anyone would hire either as 
a manager is beyond me. Parker ignored 
Bunkhouse Buck and Dick Slater at the end 
of their Fall Brawl bout with Harlem Heat and 
instead put a liplock on Sherri. “I gotta have me 
that woman,” Parker said later. Had he kept his 
eye on the match, he might have been able to 
prevent The Nasty Boys from interfering on 
behalf of Heat. 

One night later on Nitro, when the Heat lost to 
Bagwell and Riggs, Sherri had a. chance to help 
her men, but instead leaped into the arms of 
Parker. 

Managerial geniuses, the both of them! Oo 


Sabu hasn’t toned down his style now that he has 

joined WCW. He shattered a press table in his first 

competitive match in the federation-a disqualifica- 
. tion loss to Alex Wright. 
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| WANT IS THE BELT!” 
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Expectations are for other people to worry about. 


Lex Luger doesn’t care what anybody thinks of him. 


This time, he’s in it for himself 


C YNICAL RANDY SAVAGE, 
ever the paranoid one, 
noticed something strange 
about the Dungeon of Doom’s 
attack on Hulk Hogan at the 
September 11 broadcast of WCW 
Monday Nitro, and he wanted 
some answers. 

“How come they didn’t lay a fin- 
ger on you?” Savage asked, won- 
dering aloud whether Luger was in 
cahoots with the Dungeon. “How 
come they attacked the ‘Hulkster’ 
and didn’t touch you?” 

Luger didn’t offer an answer, 
because Savage and Sting didn’t 
give him a chance to think. They 
were too busy arguing over 
whether Luger should join them as 
Big Van Vader’s replacement in 
the “War Games” match at Fall 
Brawl. They were also too busy to 
notice that Luger seemed 
extremely perturbed by what had 
gone on around him. 

“Why didn’t they touch me?” 
Luger could have said. “Heck, | 
just got here! What would they 
want with me?!” 

Luger didn’t say that, because 
he was angrier that the Dungeon 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


of Doom ruined his shot at 
dethroning Hogan for the WCW 
World title. Not only that, the same 
annoying thought that had dis- 
turbed him for years had crept 
back into his mind: Why do | 
always have to take sides? 

Years of failed potential, back- 
stabbing partners, and friends who 
were really only out for themselves 
have turned Luger into a realist. 
His realization: It’s best to look out 
for yourself ... and only yourself. 
He returned to WCW after Allied 
Powers partner Davey Boy Smith 
looked out for himself and joined 
Jim Cornette’s camp. Now it was 
Luger’s turn to do himself a favor, 
and this time he didn’t give a 
damn whether he was perceived 
as a fan favorite or a rulebreaker. 

“I’m a Luger favorite!” he shout- 
ed. “I don’t care about anybody 
else or anything. This is my life! 
Just leave me alone—all | want is 
the belt.” 

Luger’s new attitude explains 
why he confronted fan favorite 
Hogan at the first WCW Monday 
Nitro, demanding a title shot, and 
snubbed rulebreaker Ric Flair at 
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the second Nitro, snidely remark- 
ing, “Ric, some things never 
change.” It also explains why he 
didn’t try to save Hogan from the 
Dungeon of Doom’s attack, but 
later accepted the invitation to join 
the “Hulkamaniacs” at “War 
Games.” 

Then, at “War Games,” he 
wrestled all-out for his team and 
never once tried to sabotage it, but 
also found time to argue with 
Savage. 

“There are two sides here: my 
side and everybody else’s,” Luger 
said. “That’s all there is to it, noth- 
ing more, so don’t go trying to read 
into the situation. There are no 
secrets. | want to regain the WCW 
World title; that’s the only thing | 
care about. | gave my best effort at 
"War Games“ because that’s how 
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Winning the WCW World ti 


Lex Luger wrestles. | don’t do any- 
thing halfway. But if the Dungeon 
of Doom had invited me to be on 
their team, maybe | would have 
said yes and wrestled the same 
way.” 

Shocking as they are, Luger’s 
words are refreshing because they 
make so much sense. Although 
wrestling isn’t a team sport, the 
hundreds of individuals in the sport 
have always been divided along 
the lines of rulebreakers and fan 
favorites. In boxing, on the other 
hand, hundreds of fighters are on 
hundreds of sides. There is more 
of a mosaic in boxing than there is 
in wrestling, the most teamlike of 
individual sports. Unfortunately, 
the same people drawn to wrest- 
ling—rugged, hard-working individ- 
uals who don’t like to rely on any- 

body else—often 
fail because 
they’re suddenly 
forced to make as 


Hogan did a lot of finger pointing befo 
dated Luger. You can be certain that Le 
a rematch somewhere down the line. 


if it's a team game. 

That’s probably what’s been 
getting in Luger’s way all these 
years. After starting out in Florida, 
Luger became an important player 
in wrestling when he got involved 


Hogan received no sympathy from Luger when Lex injured his 
knee during their September 11 Nitro match. If he has to hurt 
one of the world’s most popular athletes in order to win the 
World title, Luger will gladly do it. 


is Luger’s only goal-and he 


almost accomplished it in his first match back in WCW. 
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Had he not released Hogan from his “torture rack” pre- 
maturely, who knows what would have happened. 
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2 the match, but nothing he did intimi- 
won't forget that Hogan promised him 


with The Four Horsemen in 1987. 
His move to WWF was greeted by 
parades and, months later, the Lex 
Express tour, in which Luger was 
treated as the next Hulk Hogan, a 
hero to millions. 

The thing is, Luger never want- 
ed that. 

“| loved football,” said Luger, a 
former USFL player, “but the one 
thing | didn’t like about it was that | 
could do everything right, but if 
one of my teammates messed up, 
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the whole play was ruined. People 
call me an egotist, they say I’m 
self-centered. Heck yeah, |’m self- 
centered. That’s why I’m a 
wrestler. It’s supposed to be just 
me and my opponent in the middle 
of the ring, one-on-one. None of 
this team business. 

“Right now, I’m not interested in 
the ‘Hulkamaniacs,’ and I’m defi- 
nitely not interested in the 
Dungeon of Doom.” 

Excuse Luger if he’s a little sus- 
picious of Hogan’s motives. One 
has to wonder if the “Hulkster” ever 
would have befriended Luger if the 
“Total Package” hadn’t stormed 
WCW demanding shots at the 
World title and 
pushing him 
to the limit. 
History shows 
that Hogan 
befriends the 
people who 
threaten him 
the most. If 
Hogan were , 
President ° 
Clinton, he’d 
make nice 
with Speaker © 
of the House 
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The “Hulkster” tried a front facelock (left) 
and back-bodydrop (above), but thanks to 
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Newt Gingrich. 

That would be fine with Luger if 
he was still a hot rookie out of 
Florida, but he’s not. He’s an 11- 
year veteran of the sport who is 
still perceived as a loser by some, 
even though he’s a former WCW 
World champion. 

Even that perception doesn’t 
bother Luger ... or so he says. 

“| can’t worry about other peo- 
ple,” Luger insisted. “I want to be 
champion for myself, not for any- 
body else. I’m a man who wants to 
be champion all of the time. 

“And | won’t let anybody or any- 
thing get in my way. Not this time, 
and not ever again.” Oo 
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the Dungeon of Doom’s interference, he 
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wasn’t given a chance to finish off Lex. #3 if 
Both men objected to that interference. 
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BUNKHOUSE BUCK & DICK SLATER vs. 
HARLEM HEAT: If there’s one thing Col. 
Parker’s boys like to do, it’s hurt peo- 
ple they hate. Slater did his share by 
piledriving Stevie Ray (above), while 
Buck did quite a job on Booker T’s 
neck (left). 


STING vs. MICHAEL WALL STREET: Sting experi- 
enced several anxious moments in this match, 
especially when Wall Street sent him airborne 
with a back-bodydrop (below). Sting did dis- 
cover that a top-rope flying bodypress is a fine 
finisher (right). 
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SCOTT NORTON vs. RANDY SAVAGE: The “Macho Man” 
wasn’t fazed when Norton Irish-whipped him inte the 
ropes (left). He was a little stunned, however, when the 
300-pounder switched to an aerial attack (above). 


Norton was feeling pretiy confident when his collision with Savage resulted in the 
“Macho Man” crashing to the mat. Unfortunately for “Flash,” he wasn't able to finish off 
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SABU vs. ALEX WRIGHT: Nothing good happens when Sabu 
drags you outside the ring (above), as Wright later found 
out. After pinning “Das Wunderkind,” Sabu got himself dis- 
qualified when he dove out of the ring and smashed Wright 
through a table (right). 
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ARN ANDERSON vs. BRIAN PILLMAN: Though 
obviously weakened by Arn’s rear chiniock 
(right), Pillman never considered giving up. 
Minutes later, Anderson was the one 
reaching for ropes as “Flyin’” Brian applied 
a hammeriock (below). 
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RIC FLAIR vs. JOHNNY B. BADD: Badd slumped in the 
corner as the “Nature Boy” delivered one of his 
famous chops (above). Later on, screams of pain 
came from Flair’s mouth when Badd drove a shoul- 
der into his midsection (right). 


Winter/1995 


KAMALA vs. BARRY HOUSTON: Houston looked like he was 
ready to give in as soon as Kamala launched his initial 
attack (above). The “Ugandan Giant,” however, wasn’t 
finished until he threw his foe to the mat one last time 
(left). 
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Big Van Vader is 
one of most feared 
men in the sport, 
__ but after a locker room 
_ brawl with Paul Orndorff, 
__ itwas Vader who was 
___ the worse for wear! 
How did it happen? 
Read onl 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


“Gorgeous” George South. The stalwart veteran _ 

of the Charlotte, North Carolina-based Pro _ 
Wrestling Federation was in town for the federa 
tion’s TV tapings on August 30 at Atlanta’s Cente’ 
Stage Theater and was preparing for his match 
against The Renegade. Several hours before thi 
matches started, he was chatting with a few other 
wrestlers around the ring, which is located one 
floor above all the dressing rooms. 

Then it happened. =a 

“It sounded like an earthquake hit,” South said. . 6 
“| thought maybe somebody was moving furniture i | 
around downstairs. A bunch of us figured the __ 
noise was coming from the dressing room, so we 
ran down there. We saw Jimmy Hart running 
around like a madman. Then we saw why.” 

South and his colleagues saw an amazing sight. 
There was former WCW World champion Big Van 
Vader, down on the ground, being pummeled by 
“Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff, who was clad only 
in a pair of shorts and flip-flops. Surrounding them 
was nearly every major star in WCW. 

“Orndorff’s flip-flops fell off at some point, ! 
guess,” said South, “and he was kicking Vader 
with his bare feet, really laying into him. He looked 
like he was trying to kick a field goal. If Paul had 
his boots on, he probably would’ve done some real 
serious damage.” 


[: STARTED OFF as a fairly uneventful day for _ 


on't Believe! 


ORNDORFF! 
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This is about as mean and nasty as 
Paul Orndorff has ever gotten in a 
match. You don’t see him use chairs 
on opponents much anymore. 
Apparently his hands and feet are 
formidable enough weapons ... even 
in the dressing room. 


After several minutes, a few 
of the wrestlers managed to pull 
the combatants apart and get 
Orndorff into a separate room. 
But that didn’t stop Vader from 
charging into the room and trad- 
ing more blows with Orndorff. 

“He drew a little bit of blood 
from Paul,” South noted, “but it 
there was more blood on Vader, 
especially around his eyes and 
mouth and chest. Before they 
got into that room, Orndorff laid 
him out with a left hand. When 
he started kicking Vader, Vader 
went down. Vader did some 
damage, but you better believe 
it was Vader who got messed 
up the most.” 

What South had witnessed 
was the gruesome end to a 
brawl that began when Vader, 
who reportedly had arrived 
three hours late for the taping, 
refused to report to the inter- 
view area with Gene Okerlund. 
Orndorff, say witnesses, said 
something—accounts differ as 
to exactly what he said—that 
sparked Vader's attack. 

“That was the only really 
good shot Vader got in,” one 
wrestler said, “but it didn’t take 
long for Orndorff to take the 
upper hand.” 

After the brawl, WCW offi- 


People said Hacksaw Duggan was 
woefully overmatched against 
Vader. At least Vader waited until 
Duggan got into the ring to attack 
him, which is more than he did 
when he goaded Orndorff into a 
fight in the locker room. 


cials ordered Vader to leave the 
building and not to return until 
he could “act like a profession- 
al.” Later, he was suspended 
from active competition indefi- 
nitely. There were no sanctions 
levied against Orndorff. He 
even wrestled in one match 
later that night—a victory over 
Barry Houston. Details of the 
incident were later reported on 
WCW’s own hotline, so the fed- 
eration made no concerted 
effort to cover up what hap- 
pened. 

But if you think about it, it 
wasn’t that surprising that 
Vader was pummeled by 
Orndorff. “Mr. Wonderful” is 
respected by most of his peers 
as a tough, no-nonsense ath- 
lete who works hard to keep 
himself in peak physical condi- 
tion at all times. 

“Anything can happen in a 
street brawl,” said Vader's for- 
mer manager, Harley Race, 
who was not present during the 
incident. “The way | understand 
it, Orndorff had some kind of a 
weapon in his hand. And once 
he got the upper hand, that was 
it.” 

No eyewitnesses contacted 
by WreSTLE AMERICA mentioned 
any kind of weapon. The ugliest 
thing about this fight was that it 
took place in the dressing room 
and was clearly instigated by 
Vader. That’s why he was sus- 
pended and Orndorff wasn’t. If 
he had a problem with Orndorff, 
he should have settled it in the 
ring, face-to-face with Orndorff. 
Instead he hit Orndorff when he 
wasn’t ready for it, and in front 
of a lot of other wrestlers. In the 
process, he inadvertently made 
Orndorff a hero among some of 
his fellow wrestlers. 
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“Boy, that was a tough way 
for Orndorff to get title shots, 
wasn’t it?” joked a wrestler who 
witnessed the brawl. “Seriously, 
| think this whole thing puts 
Orndorff in contention for every- 
thing, including the World belt. 
Remember, he did quite a job 
on an ex-WCW World champi- 
on. There aren’t too many peo- 
ple who can make that claim.” 

Neither Vader nor Orndorff 
would comment on what hap- 
pened. Both just want to put it 
_ behind them and continue their 
wrestling careers. Already, how- 
ever, the brawl is being regard- 
ed as a Classic, a classic that 
South said he considers one of 
_ the most amazing things he has 
seen in his 13 years in the 
sport. 

“| don't care about any of the 
repercussions,” he said. “! don’t 
know what it’s gonna mean to 
whose career. All | know is that | 
saw an incredible fight. I'll never 
forget the look of anger on 
Orndorff’s face. | don’t believe 
’ll ever see anything like it 
again. In fact, | hope | never 
do!” 

“Forget what happened in 
that dressing room,” said Race. 
“Put them in the ring with each 
other, and it’ll probably be 
Orndorff’s last match. Vader will 
kick his butt!” 


never should have taken place. 
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WCW Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 65” 

WEIGHT: 260 

YEARS PRO: 4 
HOMETOWN: Tampa, FL 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: 
WCW TV (1995-present) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Aggressiveness, still underesti- 
mated by certain opponents 
BIGGEST WEAKNESSES: 
Too cocky, always trying to 
impress Diamond Doll 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
“Diamond cutter’ (modified DDT) 
CLOSEST ALLY: 

The Diamond Doll 

MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Dave Sullivan 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
The Renegade for the WCW 
TV title, September 17, 1995 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: 

Make anyone who challenges 
him for the TV belt look bad 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: 
Contend for the WCW U.S. 
and World titles 

HE SAID IT: “What a winning 
streak | am on! I’m rich, and 
I'm successful! DDP is ona 
roll! Somebody stop me!” 
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4 Gobble Up Thi: BONUS MAGAZINE! 
oe : = , WINTER 1995 


_Two turkey award winners talk turkey 
together! Not only does WCW Executive 
Vice President Eric Bischoff refer to the 
new giant as Andre.the Giant’s son without ‘ 
substantiating it, ne allows fellow turkey award winner Hulk 

Hogan to shamelessly promote himself on WCW telecasts. 

Do they serve turkey at Pastamania, Hulk? They should! 


Se 


SPECIAL Bi -Jiicy. 
ae | 


"s pK + 


TURKEY AWARDS! 


INTRODUCTION 
Wasn't 1995 a great year for wrestling turkeys? 


HULK HOGAN 
Here's a man who'll stop at nothing to promote himself 


JEFF JARRETT 
Is he a singer ... a wrestler ... or just a turkey? 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
The “British Bulldog” is the “British Turkey” in our book 


GOLDUST 
What happened, Dustin? What happened? What happened? 


THE RENEGADE 
He wishes he was The Ultimate Warrior. We wish he’d go away 


BIG VAN VADER 
A monster in the ring, a loser in the dressing room 


PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY 
What he did to Sabu was unforgivable 


ERIC BISCHOFF 
Where did he get the idea that Andre the Giant had a son? 


MARK CURTIS AND RANDY HALES 
Referees and matchmakers shouldn't be feuding 


CRUSH 
He might never learn when it comes to steroids 


TURNBUCKLE GIBLETS 
No turkey dinner would be complete without the tasty trimmings PAGE 52 
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COMING JANUARY 2 
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THE MOST CELEBRATED MAGAZINE 
EVENT OF THE YEAR! 


° 100 power-packed pages The wild and wacky “1995: 
bursting with color! The Year In Review” 

Achievement ‘95 award winners eAn extensive collection of 
in 11 important categories! “PWI SuperStats” 

¢ Your own “Unofficial / Official °Special year-end columns 
Awards” for 1995! and features 


The incredible 100-page super-spectacular year-end collector’s edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated is cover-dated March 1996 and goes on sale 
January 2, 1996. It’s sure to be a newsstand sellout, so get yours early! 
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The 1995 


Turnbuckle 


Turkey Awards 


To those who have brought shame 
and dishonor upon themselves 


andl this great sport, 


we present thejawards nobodywants,to win! 


E ARE NOT the Slammies. We are not the 
Grammys, the Emmys, the-Qscars, the 
Tonys, the Clios, the Obiés, or the MTV 


Video Awards. We afe.the Turkeys—and we’re 
proud ot it. 


We are not here.to praise the deserved. We have 
come to damn the damnable afid make funof the 


stupid. The winners don’t recéive a pat on the back 
or some objet d'art. They/deserve a,kick where it 
hurts and the scorn of millions. 

Yes, folks, it’s time for the second annual 
“Turnbuckle Turkey” Awards (the first awards 
appeared in the Winter 1994 Wrestling Superstars). 
The votes have’been counted. The envelopes, 
please. 

The “Turnbuekle Turkey” Awards are WRESTLE 
America’s Zany answer to the Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Achievement Awards. The only difference 
is that we don’t have spécificyeategories. Do some- 
thing stupid or distasteful, and we'll find a category 
for you. The great thing about these awards is that 
the wrestlers never know,what they might. be Wine 


ning. These awards are, in’many waySa natural 


extension of the “Thumbs Down” portion of “Thumbs 
Up, Thumbs Down” in The Wrestler, one \ef,our sis- 
ter publications. 

Hulk Hogan can’t stop praising himself and push- 
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ing his néW restaurant. He's a turkey. 

Big Van Vader picked a fight with a man half his 

size... in the locker room ..wand lost, He’s a turkey. 

Paul E. Dangerously’s big mouth keeps getting him in 
trouble. He has been a turkey all along. 

 The»editors of WAESTLE AMERICA worked from a 
long list of candidates before pating it down to 10 
winners (or losers, dependingsupon your point of 
View). In fact’ weseame up with nearly 50 wrestling 
personalities Who_were deserving of a “Turkey” for a 
variety of reasons. 

But it all comes down to this: The avefage human 
being simply doesn’t know,when he’s making a fool 
of himself. 

lt was quite a year for fools. We had smelly 
Wrestlersswho: never took showers, but even they 
didn’t make the cut. Lex ‘Luger came/to WCW for the 
sole purpose of challenging Hulk Hogan, then joined 
the “Hulkster’s” team for Fall Brawl’s “War Games.” 
Sorry, not good.enouigh, Lex. Many people did stupid- 
&r thingswin fact, it was such a great year that a 
“Turkey recipient whoedecided to imitate Vince 
McMahon's announcing style got his award for some- 
thing else; the. MeMahon bit wasn’t enough to sepa- 
rate. himaffom the rest of this disgraceful pack. 

“Ah, yes, a great year for fools. Don’t believe us? 
Read on. The turkeys have come home to roost. 
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HEN WCW ANNOUNCED that its 
We first Monday Nitro on, TNT would 

be broadcast live from the Mall of 
America in Bloomington, Minnesota, no explana- 
tion was necessary. Everybody with an ounce of 
common sense knew that the federation was 
once again pandering to Hulk Hogan. Surprise, 
surprise! 

Actually, federations have made a history of 
pandering to the “Hulkster.” For nearly 10 years, 
Hogan was the focal point of just about every- 
thing that happened in the WWF. Rules were 
broken and exceptions were made. Hogan flew 
first-class when everybody else was in coach 
and arrived by private limousine when taxis were 
good enough for every other wrestler. 

Hogan, of course, can’t be blamed for wanting 
something and getting it. His arms are large, and 
he can take a lot at one time. What’s worse is 
that he has somehow convinced the folks at 
WCW to turn the promotion into a nearly nonstop 
marketing vehicle for his many commercial ven- 
tures. Ironically, the “Hulkster’ has made himself 
look bad, too. 

Never a man of any shame, Hogan used the 
first Nitro to plug his restaurant, show off the 
menu, and basically use 60 minutes of TNT time 
as an advertisement for Pastamania. 

The ridiculous part of this was that Pastamania isn’t 
exactly Disney World, or even Dolly World, and nobody's 
going to build a dream Bloomington vacation around visiting 


40 WRESTLE AMERICA 


Wow, Hulk Hogan actually let a few children hold his belt 
while he posed with them at the Mall of America in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. Wonder if they had to pay for a din- 
ner at Pastamania first. 
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The “Hulkster” Has 
Walking Infomercial 


= Hogans little restaurant. Hogan bumed a lot 
4 of energy in what was basically a nickel- 
and-dime scheme, and WCW let him get 
B away with it. 

Fortunately for the rest of us, Nitro at the 
Mall was a one-time event. The other half of 
WCW’'s “We'll do anything for you, Hulk” 
routine is not. 

For those of you who can't get enough of 
I] Hogan during the one-hour Nitro, tune in at 
8 p.m. EST on Monday and you're likely to 
see one of several Thunder In Paradise 
specials. That awful action-adventure series 
has found a new home on TNT. Of course if 
you’ve watched Nitro, you already know 
weal that, because ads for Thunder are run fre- 

98 quently. 
ea Instead of calling it WCW Monday Nitro, 
mm they should have called it Monday Night 
fem Hogan: two straight hours of “Hulkamania”! 

And if you missed the TV shows ... don’t 
forget the record: Hulk Hogan and the 
Wrestling Boot Band. Available at most record stores ... 
and at all WCW souvenir stands. 

We should have known that the thin line between 
Hogan the athlete and Hogan the commercial property 
was erased a long time ago. Guess who did the erasing? 
Hogan, who never stops preaching the same message of 
healthy, clean living to his “Hulkamaniacs,” can no longer 
be believed, because he has tumed himself into a used 
car salesman. For all you Bundy watchers, a used shoe 
salesman. 

Since you'll buy anything, he’ll sell you anything. He’ll 
wrestle, too, all at the same time. 
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on wrestling’s independent circuit, all 

the while waiting for his big break. For 
eight years, it looked like that big break 
might never come. The nice thing is that it 
never seemed to bother Jarrett, a genuinely 
nice guy with great skills and a love of the 
game. He was happy. 

Then, like lightning striking, Jarrett got his 
break. A lot of it had to do with Jerry Lawler 
opening the door for a talent exchange 
between the USWA and the WWF and open- 
ing the door for wrestlers such as Jarrett, 
who had gone unnoticed. Jarrett took advan- 
tage of his chance by carving out a niche for 
himself as “Double-J” in the WWF and show- 
ing off his vast wrestling skills. When he won 
the Intercontinental title at the 1995 Royal 
Rumble, Jarrett finally seemed destined for 
superstardom. 

But some people just can’t stand success; 
they find a way to derail themselves just 
when it looks like fame and fortune are 
around the corner. Jarrett, obsessed with an 
image of himself as a great country music 
singer, couldn’t leave well enough alone. He 
insisted upon belting out a version of “With 
My Baby Tonight” at the July 23 In Your 
House in Nashville, an event that led to his downfall. 

Although Jarrett and The Roadie had an argument 
after he lost the I-C belt to Shawn Michaels (Roadie’s 


= EIGHT YEARS, Jeff Jarrett labored 
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interference backfired), it turned out 
that Jarrett’s untimely decision to 
leave the WWF had more to do with 
what were termed “creative differ- 
ences” over Jarrett’s performance. 

It was also suggested by WWF 
head Vince McMahon that Jarrett 
lip-synched his performance, a 
charge Jarrett refused to comment 
upon. Lawler, a longtime friend of 
Jarrett, said that “this is not a Milli 
Vanilli situation.” 

No, but it’s certainly the ultimate 
ao case of a wrestler cutting off his 

cid #3 eo nose to spite his face. Pride con- 

esl ee: = quered all in Jarrett’s psyche, and 
pal es one of wresitling’s hottest talents is 
i i 4 now gone and just about forgotten. 

= ~ee ety [ee Memo to Jarrett: Nobody walks 

ol ie | OL out of any job in the prime of his 
We might never know if that was Jeff Jarrett singing “With My career. The most successful peo- 
Baby Tonight” at In Your House in July. We might never care, ple in any walk of life don’t allow their egos to conirol 


either. Wrestling only needs Jeff Jarrett the wrestler, not their decisions. 
“Double-J” the country singer. : ee = 


Who cared whether Jarrett was lip-synching? 
Nobody cares about Jarrett the singer; it’s Jarrett the 
wrestler that matters in the WWF. Production 
details? Are you serious, Jeff? The only production 
detail that should concern you is whether the ring ropes 
are securely attached. 

Somewhere along the line, Jarrett forgot that he is a 
wrestler, not a country music singer, and this inability to 
make a distinction has prevented him from being either. 

Jarrett owns a remarkable distinction with this 
“Tumbuckle Turkey.” We can’t think of another wrestler in 
recent history who made such a reckless, damaging deci- 
sion at such a decisive moment in his career. 

By the way, The Roadie is still wrestling. 

Jarrett can be found dreaming big dreams, know- 
ing that he lacks the common sense to make them 
come true. 
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career that spanned two countries, Davey Boy 

Smith has rarely strayed from his straight-and- 
narrow path. Unlike Lord Steven Regal, Davey 
§) Boy was an athlete the people back home in the 
United Kingdom could be proud of, and their 
4 pride absolutely skyrocketed when Davey Boy 
7g and Dynamite Kid—The British Bulldogs—won 
i the WWF World tag team title in 1986 ... and six 
years later when Davey Boy went home for 
SummerSlam and won the Intercontinental belt 
@ from brother-in-law Bret Hart. 

Here was a truly fine man. Wrestling historians 
know that even the best fan favorites have their 
Pg bad days; Hulk Hogan was a rulebreaker under 

"4 Fred Blassie’s management early in his career. 
1 Sting, too, was a rulebreaker when he teamed 
with Eddie Gilbert. Davey Boy has almost always 
been a fan favorite. When Dynamite Kid strayed, 
Davey Boy tried to get him back on track. 

“It once looked like Davey Boy would never 
become a rulebreaker,” said brother-in-law Bruce 
Hart. “Let’s face it, his career is in its latter stages 
now, and he seemed to be one of those rare men 
eq who remains true to himself until the end and 
never succumbs to the lure of money. Davey Boy 
always worked hard and followed a certain code. 
It was a code of good conduct.” 

Well, forget about it. That Davey Boy Smith is gone 
and has been replaced by a Davey Boy with so much bit- 
terness and such a taste for foul play that we can’t help 


| N A REMARKABLE tag team and singles 
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A man with as much physical talent as Davey Boy Smith 
shouldn’t need a turkey like Jim Cornette to help him win 
titles. “The British Bulldog” has let so many people down by 
turning rulebreaker. 


Winter/1995 


but wonder, What happened to the old “British Bulldog” 
... the one we respected so much? 

He’s gone. 

Although most people would say Davey Boy's down- 
fall started when WWF World champion Diesel agreed to 
fill in for Lex Luger in a tag team match, we say that was 
merely the end of the beginning. Obviously, Smith suc- 
cumbed much earlier to Jim Cornette’s charms and 
money and had no doubt for weeks, perhaps even 
months, that he would make his dramatic turn at the 
August 14 TV taping in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

What made it so shocking is that only Davey Boy and 
Comette knew what was going on, so when Smith inex- 
plicably clotheslined Diese! from behind and left the ring 
with Comette, the rest of us were left to sort out the puz- 
zle. 

“Maybe now that coward Diesel will wrestle me,” 
Smith snorted. “He can’t duck me forever.” 

We didn’t know Davey Boy was even in line for a 
World title shot or that he had requested one. Let the 
record show that Diesel, in his nearly one year as World 
champion, has never ducked anyone, whether fan 
favorite or rulebreaker. . 

The direct result of Davey Boy’s action was that The 
Allied Powers broke up. Lex Luger, citing in part Davey 
Boy’s alliance with Cornette, left the federation and 
jumped to WCW. That made it a double loss for WWF 
fans. 

If history is any indication, Davey Boy will benefit from 
his badness. Having sprung into the singles spotlight and 
ignited a feud, Davey Boy will get his shots at Diesel. But 
the fans won't cheer if he wins. Even back home in Great 
Britain, the fans will hide their heads in disgrace. The 
Davey Boy Smith we know and loved no longer exists. 

A man with as much physical talent as Davey Boy 
Smith shouldn't need a turkey like Jim Cornette to help 
him win titles. “The British Bulldog” has let so many peo- 
ple down by tuming rulebreaker. 


more drawbacks than benefits. The com- 
parisons to Dad start nearly from birth— 
“Oh, look, he has eyes just like his father!’—and 
the pressure intensifies through the teen years. 
You can bet that when Pete Rose Jr. played Little 
League, nobody treated him like just another kid. 
Because of his name, he was already a prospect. 

Pete Jr. worked hard at becoming a profes- 
sional baseball player and succeeded. The only 
problem was that he barely had a fraction of his 
™ father’s talent and never made it past the lower 
minor-league level. But he wasn’t a failure: Pete 
Jr. never disgraced the family name. 

If only the same thing could be same about 
Dale Berra, who succumbed to the pressure of 
being Yogi's son by succumbing to the lure of 

drugs. 
What both of these players will tell you, how- 
ever, is that although it was unfair to expect 
them to be as good as their fathers, they had a 
responsibility to uphold the family name. 

Try as he might, Dustin Rhodes has had a 
difficult time carrying on the great Rhodes family 
tradition. Although he won the WCW World tag 
team title twice and the WCW U.S. title once, he 
never quite reached the top in the singles divi- 
sion (i.e. the World title) and last year went into a 
slump that dropped him out of title contention. Hard work 
was fruitless. The pressure built. After losing to Blacktop 
Bully in a ridiculous match held in the back of a truck at 


Be: THE SON of a legend often has 
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“You're a disgrace to your family, Dustin! How could you go 
around dressed in that ridiculous getup?!” That’s not what Razor 
Ramon said to Goldust, but who could really blame him if he did! 
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WCW Uncensored, Dustin disappeared. He 
resurfaced in the WWF a few months ago. At 
least we think it’s him. 

No harm in moving, right? Dusty Rhodes 
made a name for himself in the South, particu- 
=@ larly in the old NWA, in which he won three 

World titles, but he, too, spent time in the WWF 
@ and other federations. Dustin’s jump, though 
surprising because Dusty still works for WCW, 
came as no real shock. 

Unfortunately, his actions since arriving in 
the WWF have made us wonder how much 
§ Rhodes blood is really running through his 
— 8 Veins. 

, Dustin? Or should we say, Goldust? 

When we first saw Goldust, we weren't sure 
if he (she, it?) was really a man. The gold wig 
just has to go, Dustin. So does the whole look and all the 
talk about how wonderful Hollywood is. That obnoxious 
act where you stand in front of the Hollywood sign is 
absolutely one for the cutting room floor. As for your 
wrestling, well, we thought you knew how. 

For years, Dustin lived up to the family name by work- 
ing hard in every match. Now the Rhodes name has 
been tamished by an ungrateful son who doesn’t realize 
that by making a fool of himself, he’s embarrassing his 
father, too. 

When “The American Dream” has nightmares, this 
must be what they're about: Sonny goes to the enemy 
and makes like “Adorable” Adrian Adonis. 

Dusty refused to comment on the situation. Dustin 
shrugged his shoulders and walked away when a 
reporter yelled out, “How could you do this to your 
father?” Indications are that it’s going to get better before 
it gets worse. Our impression is that the WWF is using 
Dustin to make a mockery of Dusty, the supreme symbol 
of all WCW stands for. Dustin is a willing fool. 

Ashes to ashes, Dustin to Goldust. It’s just not right. 
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HO WEIGHS 256 pounds and 
WV itn he’s The Ultimate Warrior? 

You already know the answer if 
you’ve been watching WCW lately: The 
Renegade! Right down to the Shell No-Pest 
Strips hanging from his semi-generous arms 
and the “I need a tranquilizer” attitude, The 
Renegade is doing everything in his power to 
make people think of The Ultimate Warrior 
when they look at him. 

Funny thing—it’s working! 

When wrestling fans look at The Renegade, 
their first thought is, He looks like The Ultimate 
Warrior, but he’s not. We wish he was The 
Ultimate Warrior and not The Renegade. 

The real thing is somewhere out in the 
Arizona desert strangling rattlesnakes, riding 
his motorcycle, and thinking about rebuilding 
what should have been a Hall of Fame 
wrestling career. Rest assured that if the 
Warrior ever finds his way to WCW, 
Renegade’s career will be over, just like the 
impostor Undertaker who fell to the real 
Undertaker. 

This bad joke started at WCW Uncensored, 
when Hulk Hogan promised us the “ultimate 
surprise” and delivered the ultimate disappoint- 
ment. We expected The Ultimate Warrior, for- 
getting for a while that the “Hulkster’ can turn into the 
“Huckster” when it comes to making promises and sell- 
ing a pay-per-view. The Renegade’s appearance was 
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e Warrior Wannabe 
Who Could Never Be 


one of the biggest disappointments 
on a wretched show. 

To his credit, Renegade ignored 
the critics and won the TV title. But 
Hogan needed a dose of reality a few 
weeks later when he declared that 
The Renegade would carry “Hulk- 
amania” into the 20th century. 

“Well, let me tell you something,” 
Hogan said recently. “If he’s an imita- 
tion, he could someday be better than 
the original.” 

Yeah, like New Coke and Classic 
Coke. Hogan’s a great star, but 
nobody ever accused him of being a 
great judge of talent. The Renegade 
iS a very nice midcard wrestler who 
will never make it to the main event 
and might want to consider reveal- 
ing his birthplace, just so he can get 
some hometown fans on his side. 

“He’s like a kid dressed up in an 

Ultimate Warrior outfit for Hall- 
oween,” said one rulebreaker who 
requested anonymity. “Sometimes | 
look at him and laugh. Actually, 
most times | look at him and laugh. 
He’s a joke. | bet even most of the 
fan favorites would agree with me on 
; that one.” 
That's a nice abdominal stretch The Renegade has locked on We look at The Renegade and 
Am Anderson. It’s one of the few no he executes properly. yearn for the Warrior. Where is he when we need him 
The real stretch here is nw 3 x2 porwannabe as one — to charge into the ring huffing and puffing with arms 
OF RCTS Top Fark: I >» flailing? We're not so sure the Warrior would buy that 
imitation/flattery cliche. 

The Renegade as Ultimate Warrior? Next thing you 
know, they’ll be giving us Hugh Grant as Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 
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brawl between Big Van Vader and Paul Orndorff. 

Initial reports indicated that Omdorff gave the 450- 
pounder a thrashing. Secondary reports indicated that 
the initial reports might have been exaggerated. One 
thing is certain, however: Vader threw the first punch, 
and for that he was indefinitely suspended by WCW. 

Bad, bad move. A turkey move. 

Vader had everything going for him in WCW. He was 
familiar with the competition. He had a long-term, six-fig- 
ure contract. He had a schedule that allowed him a few 
days of rest each week. And, after a few rocky months, 
he had a bright future before him as a fan favorite. 

At this point, the details of the Vader-Orndorff con- 
frontation are irrelevant. The important thing is that Vader 
was the instigator, at least in the view of WCW officials, 
who had every reason to want to side with their big 
money-maker over Omdorff. 

Now, it’s no disgrace to be beaten up by a man like 
Orndorff: Yes, it has been a while since mighty Paul was 
a serious contender to any world heavyweight title, but 
he did win two WCW World tag team titles just last year. 
He is a tough man who is in terrific shape. He is also a 
man who does not take guff from anyone, fan favorite or 
rulebreaker. 

But Vader is a turkey not because he started a fight 
with a man he outweighs by almost 200 pounds, but 
because he took a punch at a fellow wrestler for no good 
reason when that other wrestler was not prepared to 
fight. If he wanted a piece of “Mr. Wonderful,” he should 
have challenged him to a match. (For full details of the 


FE an tie IS INTRIGUED by the locker room 
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This is about how Vader looked after Paul Orndorff got 
through with him in a dressing room brawl. it. was brawl that 
never should have happened, and it could have a profound 
effect on Vader’s career. 
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incident, see the related story on page 30). 

Vader's sudden disappearance from WCW occurred 
right around the time of Fall Brawl in September and 
forced him out of “War Games,” where he was sched- 
uled to wrestle on Hulk Hogan's team. The official expla- 
nation was that Vader couldn’t get the right contracts 
together to appear in “War Games.” The fact of the mat- 
ter is Vader was suspended indefinitely for starting the 
fight. 

I's a good thing Lex Luger was available to fill in at 
“War Games.” Otherwise, the “Hulkamaniacs” would 
have had to wrestle the Dungeon of Doom three-on-four 
at Fall Brawl. So not only did Vader act like a coward in 
sucker punching Omdorff, he let his teammates down. Of 
course, few people offered him any sympathy. 

“| don’t care about Vader,” said Cactus Jack, who was 
once rendered amnesic by a Vader power bomb that 
was delivered on a concrete floor. “I never did, and | 
never will. Let him rot.” 

We hope Big Van Vader leamed something from this 
experience. And we hope it is the kind of thing we never 
have to report on again. 
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FEW YEARS ago, most federations never 
Avi have dreamed of mentioning a rival fed- 

eration on a TV broadcast. When a wrestler left 
for another federation, the snubbed organization would 
either ignore him or come up with a flimsy excuse for his 
departure. It was up to reporters and fans to come up 
with the particulars of who, what, when, where, and why. 

Times have changed. Announcers on WCW Monday 
Nitro telecasts have mentioned that WWF Monday Night 
Raw shows are often taped and sometimes even give 
away the results of key matches. Such anti-WWF behav- 
ior is common in ECW, where wrestlers and announcers 
often take on the big boys, including WCW. 

Outspoken manager Paul E. Dangerously has been 
the leader of this anti-establishment movement in ECW 
and has made no secret of his distaste for federations 
where business is done as usual. ECW is an outlaw fed- 
eration with an outlaw mentality. Nothing is sugar-coated 
and Dangerously’s often outrageous comments are no 
longer considered unusual. 

Sabu’s departure from ECW and eventual signing 
with WCW triggered the expected outrage from ECW 
folk. One wrestler accused him of “selling out’; the com- 
ment smacked of ignorance of Sabu’s unusual contract 
with WCW, which allows him nearly unprecedented con- 
trol over his career. But the Sabu that debuted in WCW 
was the same Sabu who thrilled ECW fans for two years. 

Not that it mattered to Dangerously, who back in April 
incited an ECW crowd and spewed televised mistruths 
following Sabu’s departure. Sounding more like promoter 
than manager, Dangerously ripped into Sabu for leaving 
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Sure, Paul E. Dangerously was there to help Sabu when he 
Suffered an injury last year, but as soon as Sabu did some- 
thing that Paul E. perceived to be anti-ECW, he wanted noth- 
ing to do with him. Sounds pretty fowl to us. 


Winter/1995 


= 


ECW and accused him of double-booking himself, a prac- 
tice in which wrestlers sign to wrestle in two federations 
on one day although they only intend to wrestle in one. 

He actually encouraged fans to start obscene chants 
with Sabu’s name in them. Sabu’s camp responded by 
saying that Sabu thought he could work out his sched- 
ule and make appearances in both Japan and 
Philadelphia in the same weekend back in April, but 
couldn't get the flights he wanted. Paul E. didn’t care. He 
just wanted to rip the man who had been a key member 
of his stable for years. In firing Sabu, Paul E. and ECW 
got rid of the best and most exciting wrestler in the pro- 
motion because of one simple misunderstanding. That 
makes no sense. 

So-called independent federations 
such as ECW, the USWA, and SMW 
exist as an alternative to mainstream 
wrestling and also as a source for new 
WCW and WWF talent. These federa- 
tions should not consider it an affront 
when one of their own leaves town for 
the big money and the bright lights of 
the Big Two. Instead, they should be 
proud. 

Dangerously isn’t proud. He was 
bitter when he felt he was snubbed 
by Sabu and he is bitter now that 
m™ Sabu has signed with WCW. He 
J acted as if ECW owned Sabu and 
9 Sabu owed ECW his career. Sabu 
# developed, made a name for him- 
self, and has now moved on, as 
everybody figured he would. One day, Sabu might 
win the WCW or WWF world title. 

Under ordinary circumstances, his victory speech 
on that great day might have included a reference to 
ECW, where he made a name for himself. 

Dangerously made sure that will never happen. 


HO’S THE VINCE guy? Well, that’s Eric 
VAY Goce When WCW Monday Nitro 

debuted on Labor Day as WCW’s answer to 
WWF Monday Night Raw, WCW needed its answer 
to Vince McMahon. Bischoff turned on the hype, 
turned up the voice, and WCW had its man. Take two 
throat lozenges and call us in the morning, Eric. 

That’s okay with us. Heck, success breeds suc- 
cess, and imitation is often the smoothest route to 
the top. Bischoff saw something that worked and 
thought, / want to be that, too. 

In other words, Eric Bischoff is not getting this 
“Turnbuckle Turkey” for imitating one of the most 
annoying announcers in the world, thus giving us two 
of the most annoying announcers in the world yam- 
mering on at the same time. That's what the MUTE 
button on our remote control is for. 

Bischoff gets his award because as executive vice 
president of WCW—Translation: He makes the big 
decisions and answers directly to the boss, Ted 
Turner—he’s responsible for what the people under 
him say and do. If somebody does or says some- 
thing that’s blatantly wrong, Bischoff is supposed to 
stop them pronto. 

Here we have a case in which Bischoff is encour- 
aging the lie that The Giant, a newcomer to WCW 
and a member of Kevin Sullivan’s Dungeon of 
Doom, is Andre the Giant's son. 

As far as we know, Andre never fathered a child. 
Now here this! The Giant is not related to Andre the 
Giant, and the only reason this lie has continued 
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This man is not Andre the Giant’s son. Repeat: This man is not 
Andre the Giant’s son. Unfortunately, some people in WCW still 
want you to think he is. Eric Bischoff needs to put an end to 
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Lying Game In WCW 


unchecked is because the great Andre is not alive to 
protest. - 

Strike one: lying. 

Strike two: profiting from somebody’s death. 

We became sick to our stomachs when Hulk 
Hogan went on national TV and started talking about 
how much Andre meant to him and how his guts 
were torn out when Andre tore a crucifix from around 
his neck. The Giant somehow managed to keep a 
straight face. Somehow? Oh, sure, he knew where 
his meal ticket was coming from. 

The second coming of Andre the Giant wouldn't 
be a bad promotional ploy if WCW would just come 
out and admit that although The Giant isn’t Andre’s 
son, he has the ability to be as great as Andre some- 
day and looks a lot like him. Maybe that’s stretching 
things, but at least it’s not a distasteful and outright 
lie. 

Over the past two years, WCW has spent big 
money acquiring big-name former WWF talent such 
as Hogan, Randy Savage, Brutus Beefcake, Hacksaw 
Duggan, Lex Luger, Earthquake/Avalanche/Shark, 
and others. The only former big WWF talent it 
couldn’t get was Andre. He’s dead. 

We’re calling upon Bischoff, the man at the 
top, to stop the nonsense and order his wrestlers 
and other broadcast talent to stop referring to The 
Giant as Andre’s son. He can start by setting an 
example. Come clean. Actually, Bischoff doesn’t 
even have to admit to anything. He merely has to 
stop. 


mark curtis 


randy hales 


F WRESTLERS WRESTLE and referees wrestle, too, 
* es seg fs who’s supposed to enforce the rules? That's a 
: ities very good question in the USWA and Smoky 
Pe oa Mountain, where all signs of order vanished in 1995. This 
: , isn’t a matter of the inmates running the asylum. It’s more 
a matter of the guards joining the inmates in the asylum. 

The Southern civil war between the USWA and SMW, 
cross-state rival promotions in Tennessee, started when 
USWA matchmaker Randy Hales brought PG-13 to 
SMW for a series of matches with The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. Hales thanked SMW for its hospitality by bad- 
mouthing the federation, its wrestlers, and loyal Smoky 
Mountain fans. 

Referee Mark Curtis to the rescue! The SMW’s man 
on a mission went to Memphis, badmouthed the USWA, 
and cheated for The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in matches 
against PG-13. Curtis even helped his SMW cronies 
beat Hales to a bloody pulp one night. Hales was hurt so 
bad he had to be rushed to the hospital and treated for 
excessive blood loss. Before long, Curtis, supposedly the 
guardian of the rulebook, was helping the Rock ’n’ Rolls 
attack Hales and PG-13. Then we had a series of 
“dream matches” between Hales and Curtis. 

More like nightmares for us, by the way. 

Forget about who won the feud or whose side your 
on. That doesn’t matter. But for all you people out there 
who felt that Bill Clinton wasn't fit to be commander-in- 
chief because he avoided military duty in the Vietnam 
War, take it on a smaller scale to wrestling: How can 
Hales and Curtis ever again enforce the rules when they 
went so far out of their way to break them and help other 
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wrestlers break them? 

Blame Hales and Curtis if the USWA and SMW ever 
drop into a state of anarchy. 

“It's a problem we'll have to deal with,” admitted 
SMW’'s Bob Armstrong. “I admit 
that what we have here is a 
very difficult situation that none 
of us wanted, but it’s impossi- 
ble to control how people act or 
what kind of situations arise. 
This became a very volatile sit- 
uation that escalated extremely 
@ Quickly. It was a matter of pride 
on both sides.” 

Hales and Curtis have both 
defended themselves by claim- 
ing that they're doing their duty 
in defending their federations. 
We say they've shown tremen- 
dous disrespect by failing to 
honor the rules of rival federa- 
tions and trying to create trouble 
in other places. That’s not only 
wrong, it’s immature. 

“What was | supposed to 


This is how USWA matchmaker Randy Hales looked after one e a : SiS 
confrontation with Mark Curtis. One medical technician had to 1?” Hales said. “Besides, they started it 


scramble to make sure Hales didn’t lose too much blood. Sounds like a five-year-old talking. 
Officials should be trying to prevent such incidents; they “Once Hales jumped in, | had to, too,” Curtis said, not 
shouldn’t be instigating them. 


sounding much older. 

The time will come when Hales and Curtis want to 
retum to their real jobs. When that happens, it will be up to 
the USWA and SMW boards to suggest they look else- 
where. 

The men in charge have lost their right to keep charge. 
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attention is turned away from the ring and toward 

the courthouse. That’s what the WWF had to 
deal with for the first half of the 1990s as allegations of 
steroid abuse pounded the promotion. The trouble 
reached a peak near the end of 1993, when Vince 
McMahon was indicted on charges of illegal distribution 
of steroids. 

A 2'/2-week trial followed and was highlighted (or 
lowlighted) by several former WWF wrestlers, including 
Hulk Hogan and The Ultimate Warrior, testifying under 
oath that they had taken steroids while in the WWF. 
The negative publicity mounted. In the end, McMahon 
was acquitted on charges he conspired to distribute 
steroids to his wrestlers, and the federation got down to 
the business of forgetting the controversy. 

Crush brought it all back again. On March 13, 1995, 
he was arrested at his home in Kona, Hawaii, after nar- 
cotics officers searched his home and found 500 units 
of anabolic steroids and several unregistered semi- 
automatic handguns. Crush pleaded no-contest to 11 
counts of drug and weapons charges on September 11 
and was to be sentenced just after press time. 

Although Crush hadn’t wrestled regularly in the 
WWF since the previous summer, his connection with 
the federation wasn’t ignored by the national media, 
which resumed its pounding of the WWF and all of 
wrestling. Crush’s arrest came at the worst time possi- 
ble, just when the sport’s wounds were beginning to 
heal. 

Crush’s “Turnbuckle Turkey” Award is the most 


T ae ARE VERY tough in a federation when 
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We wonder if Crush was able to put a little extra strength into 
that bearhug of his thanks to some illegal steroids. Getting 
caught with steroids so soon after the McMahon trial was not 


only despicable ... it was stupid. 
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Th nHe Crushed It 


serious of all. Not only did he bring shame upon him- 
self, he did terrible damage to the sport. 

This incident shows that an athlete’s scope of 
responsibility grows when he enters the public arena. 
He can’t only think of himself; he must think of the 
people he works with, the people he works for, and 
the fans who idolize and respect him. Crush was 
once one of the most popular wrestlers in the WWF. 
His troubles set a horrible example for millions of 
young fans. 

We're not saying wrestling will ever be 100 percent 
drug-free. No sport can say that. It’s a fair bet that 
even in the days of Lou Thesz in wrestling, or Lou 
Gehrig in baseball, there were athletes ingesting ille- 
gal and harmful substances. But people who break 
the law and ignore their responsibility must pay the 
price when they are caught. Unfortunately, the sport 
must pay the price, too. 

As noted in the April 10 issue of PW Weekly, “The 
arrest happened at a time when the WWF was just 
Starting to put the negative publicity of the McMahon 
trial behind it.” It happened at a time when wrestlers 
needed to be a little more careful. 

Motorists slow down when they see another car 
pulled over by a police officer. It’s both human nature 
and common sense. 

Crush’s lack of common sense was appalling. The 
jury’s verdict in the McMahon trial gave wrestling a 
boost of confidence and credibility. Crush then turned 
around and told us, “Don’t believe that jury. The truth 
is right over here.” 
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TURNBUCKLE GIBLETS 


You wouldn‘t gobble up a turkey dinner without all the 
trimmings, would you? You're going to have to provide your 
own stuffing, sweet potatoes, and cranberry sauce, but we 

hope you enjoy these delicious turkey giblets! 


CW Uncensored 
featured Dustin 
7A Rhodes vs. Black- 


top Bully in a match held on 
the back of a flatbed trailer 
zipping through the streeis 
of Tupelo, .Mississippi. The 
truckewas (occasionally) 
moving at high Speed, the 
wrestling, Sadly, wasn't. 

Jerry Lawler and Bret Hart battled in a “kiss my foot” 
match at King of the Ring, Lawler ended up sucking 
(not by choice, of,Gourse!) on 'Bret's toes— 
and then his ownl—in a révolting display. 

Ric Flair and Arn Anderson attacked 
70-year-old Angelo Poffo at Slamboree 
'95; Randy Savage.failed to gain quick 
revenge fof the attack on his father; 1OS= E 


The Great American Bash. 

New WCW broadcaster Steve 
McMichael opened his mouth and 
Words: came out. 
Kind of. 

* Tommy Dreamer, big aK 
that he is, feuded with a woman, 
Beulah McGillicutty, and pile- 


= r 


a span of several months. Worst 
We've seen since King Kong 
‘ Bundy bedyslammed a midget. 

® ». Kevin Sullivan and all the 
other has-beens sin ‘his 


gers out of everybody else’s businéssjbut the worst part 
is that the whole concept lookS.and smells! bad. fine a 
better dungeon, guys. 

Bob Backlund is a Presidential turkey, and the WWF 
should be ashamed of itself for allowing him to campaign 
on its broadcasts. 
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‘drived. her at least 10 times during 


Dungeon of Doomicouldn’t keép: their fin- 


“sucking wax out of others’ ears. 


Lawrence Taylor vs. 
Bam Bam Bigelow turned 
out to be one of the highlights 
of WrestleMania XI, but that 
doesn’t mean the WWF 
should have allowed it to 
happenin the first place. 

The WCW board of 
directors reinstated Rie 
Flair months’afier he lost a “leser-must-retire” match to 
Hulk Hogan, letting everyone. know that rules are meant 
to be brokén, eVen by the people. who,.make them. 
Although one’ big’Gard in North Korea drew more 

= than!190,000 fans:for some quality wrestling, 
& 


it was really a propaganda stunt for the North 
san) Korean dictatorship. Too mahy big-name 
wrestlers allowed themselves to \be used by 
‘the Korean government. 
‘Mike Rotundo (a,kaainwin R, Schyster) 
UG) as Michael “VK.” Wall Street is the Turkey 
Name Change of the Year. Is that V.K. as in 
Vineent K. McMahonyMike? We thought so. 
Alex Wright’s dance routine, RiP. 
‘Those turkeys over at NBC bumped the 
==! WrestleMania XI specialionwune 4. 

The Rock.’n’ Roll Express--Ricky Morton and 
Robert Gibson—once again haven't realized they're only 
effective as a team. They broke up again’and searched in 
vain for new\partners. Turkey is as turkey does. 

Owen Hart proved water is thicker than blood, at 
least in his mind, Byteaming 
with Yokozuna. 

The Gargoyle is just revolt- 
ing, period! He oncesstuck an 
oyster in an oppenent’s sweaty 
navel.andiliéked it out. He likes 


He loves it when his manager, | 
Dynamite D, blows his nose into } 
his mouth. Lovely. OF 
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Would you like gravy 
SS 
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. How can you call someone who's as 
= masterful a wrestler as Jeff Jarrett a : 
_ turkey? Oh, wait a minute, Jarrett isn’t a 

| wrestler anymore. He took his gear and ran home. He had a tiff 
_ with the WWF over his singing career and left the sport. | 
i with your turkey, “Double-J”? 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


Aetings 


For period ending September 20, 1995 


ONORID IME 1 Se Se aces eee ee resieeeseis 
M THE SKINNY 
1. Diesel + 4 1 Keeps winning and winning 
2. Shawn Michaels + 3 2 What about that rematch? ~ fe 
3. Bret Hart = 3 1 Enough grudge matches! —— 
4. Jean-Pierre Lafitte = l 4 Stealing title shots 
5. The Undertaker - 1] 3 Punctuation problems BARRY 
6. Razor Ramon = I 6 Kid-ding around again HOROWITZ 
7. Davey Boy Smith + l 7 Rabid “Bulldog” Finally, “The Winner” has 
8. Mabel : | 8 Man needs a new mission ase see da 
9. Dean Douglas + l 9 Educating the WWF Sh atee Eeyeledt 5 No 
10. Bam Bam Bigelow = 3 4 A forgotten man? one can ever take that distinc- 
tion away from him. The long- 
_ WORLD TAG TEAM tasevescece Poreeeeee cesseccess eeeseessecsereees Pees Suffering WWF preliminary 


wrestler, who is a two-time for- 


RANKING — 


1. Hart/Yokozuna = 2 I Still bickering Siav ibecaucen 

2. Smokin’ Gunns + ] l They're persistent champion, scored fs mont 

3. Luger/Smith - 1 3 Watch the egos, guys! unlikely upset at SummerSlam 
4. Men on a Mission - 3 4 Need more than bulk a he ee # 

le eet ne was tne third time this year 

5. Eli/Jacob Blu - 3 4 Slip sliding away Horowitz beat the cocky for- 

INTERCONTINENTA mer NWA heavyweight and 


Smoky Mountain tag team 
champion. Suddenly, he was 


eo os «al THE SKINNY 


1. Shawn Michaels + ] l UE COMOUMUTS aa 2 hero; the WWF was actually 

2. Sid Vicious . 2 2 Running out of chances eae shuts Nal Bisilikeness 
on them! 

3. HH. Helmsley + l 3 Dangerous snob Brsce than Fomine ee ire 

4. Hakushi = l 4 Improved as fan favorite proved dramatically as a 

5. Barry Horowitz + l 5 The impossible dream? wrestler came after Sum- 


merSlam, when he was just as 
outstanding in rematches with 
Skip and beat him convincingly 
several more times. Skip was 
only able to score pinfall victo- 
ries over Horowitz after Sunny 
blatantly interfered. 

“It feels so good to hear 
fans chanting ‘Barry! Barry!” 
said Horowitz. “| feel like all 
' my prayers have been 

i answered and all my dreams 
The Undertaker Hunter Hearst have come true!” 


Helmsley 
Winter/1995 


Newsline 


AKUSHI, WHO WAS nearly history, made history 
instead. 

The erstwhile rulebreaker is believed to be the first 
prominent Oriental to compete in the United States as 
a fan favorite, breaking a long-standing trend that 
dates to this country’s involvement in World War Il. 

Hakushi’s switcheroo came about when Skip inter- 
fered in his match against Barry Horowitz in August, 


As of press time, Big Van Vader (suplexing Sting) 
was still under contract to WCW. However, given 


what has happened to him in that federation recently, 
it wouldn’t surprise many people if he showed up in 
the WWF soon. 


By Chris Bernucca 


Hakushi a fan favorite? It’s true. 
For months, he accused Bret Hart 
of being a racist who hated every- 
one from Japan. But since Hakushi 
had a run-in with Skip, the fans 
have been solidly behind him. 


inadvertently costing Hakushi a 
victory. Hakushi quickly turned 
against Skip, much to the 
amazement and delight of the 
crowd. 

Victories had been few and far 
between for Hakushi, who until 
his conversion to fan favorite had 
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Alundra Blayze (above) and Harvey 
Wippleman (right) aren’t too chummy 
these days. The Wippleman-managed 
Bertha Faye won the WWF World 
Women’s title from Alundra at 
SummerSlam; Harvey and Bertha Faye 
now have their own video. 


been in a prolonged slump that dropped 
him out of the rankings and nearly out ff 
of the federation. It was hard to 
believe that he lost not only to Bret 
Hart, but also to someone like Adam 
Bomb. Hakushi’s personality trans- 
plant may have come about because 
he felt he had to do something drastic 
to change his fortunes. 

Regardless of what brought on the 
change, it is rare in American 
wrestling. For decades, wrestlers from 
the Pacific rim competing in America have almost 
always been rulebreakers. One notable exception is 
Jushin Liger of Japan, who wears a mask and has 
no facial identity with the fans. 

Believe it or not, the tradition of Oriental as rule- 
breaker dates to December 7, 1941, when fighter 
planes from Japan bombed the Pearl Harbor military 
outpost in Hawaii, forcing the United States to enter 
the war. Although the relationship between the nations 
has improved dramatically over the last 50 years, 
there is still a grudge held by veterans and children of 
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veterans of World War II. Old-fashioned promoters still 
believe that Oriental wrestlers who abide by the rules 
cannot sell in America, so they tend not to bring them 
over. But Hakushi may have changed all that. 

Change is an operative word in the WWF these 
days. A championship belt was guaranteed to change 
hands at the In Your House in late-September. It 
turned out to be the World tag team title. World cham- 
pion Diesel and Intercontinental champ Shawn 
Michaels won the tag title from Owen Hart and 
Yokozuna on September 24. Owen was AWOL for 
the match and had to be replaced by Davey Boy 
Smith, but he showed up at the end, just in time to get 
“jackknifed” and pinned by Diesel. The World 
Women’s title changed waists earlier that month. And 
a bevy of roster moves could end up with the biggest 
change of all—Big Van Vader in the WWF. 

The rumors of Vader's jump began about 20 sec- 
onds after he was suspended from WCW for a locker 
room altercation 
with former 
WWF compet- 
itor Paul Orn- 
dorff. It is no 
secret that Va- 
der was be- 
coming unhappy 
with his lack of 
title shots and 
the influence ex- 
erted by former 
WWF icon Hulk 
Hogan. He had 
even become a 
fan favorite in 
another unlikely 
switch. 

For now, the 
WWF, I’m told, 
is legally barred 
from opening 
discussions with 
Vader. But don’t be surprised if, before the end of this 
year, he assumes a roster spot created by the federa- 
tion jumps by Lex Luger and Irwin R. Schyster. He’d 
look great in the WWF right now. 

One of those spots has already been filled by 
another former WCW mainstay—Dustin Rhodes, 
who has made his debut as Goldust. The rulebreaker 
wears a bizarre gold outfit and looks like a cross 
between a James Bond villain and The Tin Man in 
The Wizard Of Oz. Fortunately, Goldust's skills are a 
lot better than his ridiculous getup. He has already 
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The Undertaker laid out both Shawn Michaels and 
Diesel after one match in 1994. Undertaker is now 
seeking a shot at “Big Daddy Cool’s” World heavy- 
weight title. 


defeated opponents such as Aldo Montoya and Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly and is ready to move into con- 
tention for a title, which is not surprising when you consid- 
er his level of success in the rival federation. 

What title will Goldust pursue? | don’t think he’s 
powerful enough to overcome Diesel, but he could 
give Michaels a tough challenge. 

Alundra Blayze’s incentive to regain the World 
Women’s title could be to stop the singing career of 
manager Harvey Wippleman. Blayze dropped the 
title to the enormous Bertha Faye, who now has a 
video entitled, “Ode To Bertha Faye,” featuring 
Wippleman as a crooner. How bad is it? Let’s just say 
we won't be seeing Bertha and Harvey at the 1996 
MTV Video Music Awards. 

Interim President Gorilla Monsoon is feeling some 
heat from manager Paul Bearer, who has had several 
office meeting with Monsoon regarding title shots for 
The Undertaker. Bearer’s target date for a World title 
match was supposedly late-November. Undertaker, a 
former WWF World champion, has been destroying 
Kama in casket matches and does appear poised for 
a run at the belt. Bearer wants the match even if it 
means going against fellow fan favorite Diesel. 

“Big Daddy Cool” recently defended the strap in 
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Canada against Jean-Pierre Lafitte, who managed 
just one double-countout among a series of pinfall 
losses. Lafitte may not have the belt, but for a while he 
did have Bret Hart’s jacket, which he stole from ringside 
to trigger a feud with his fellow Canadian. “The Hitman” 
got it back at In Your House in September after beating 
Lafitte with the “sharpshooter” in a terrific match. 

Another feud with tremendous potential is heating 
up between Razor Ramon and Dean Douglas. He 
actually has teaching experience and has pointed out 
flaws of established WWF stars in videotaped “Report 
Card” sessions. The former ECW champion is a fine 
wrestler who could give Ramon a lot of trouble. 

The WWF avoided more legal trouble with a $10- 
million settlement in the Charles Austin case. In April 
1994, a Florida court awarded Austin, who suffered 
partial paralysis after being on the receiving end of 
Marty Jannetty’s “Rocker Dropper” in a 1991 match, 
a $27.6-million judgment, and the WWF appealed. 
The sides came to an agreement before the case 
reached appellate courts. 

One final thought. After incessant channel- 
jumping from USA to TNT on September 11, | 
am convinced that the head-to-head showdown 
of Monday Night Raw and Nitro is the best 
thing to happen to the sport in a long time. It 
forces both groups to schedule their best pos- 
sible programs, something fans have been 
missing for years. O 
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Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than 
a decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certi- 
fied check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable 
piece of wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING 
REVUE 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling Revue is 
acknowledged as one of the finest series of wrestling mag- 
azines ever produced. These beautiful editions, all edited 
and published by Stanley Weston (founder of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all 
wrestling magazines that followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis, 
The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs, Dr. X, and full-color 
action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson, $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, Pepper 
Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki Starr, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, Angelo 
Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, Yulie 
Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O’Connor, closeup on midgets, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, Yukon Eric, 
Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & Brute Bernard, The 
Cnusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien, $25 

December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie Ladd, Judy 
Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ Hillbillies, plus a full-color 
centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a full-color center- 
fold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 
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BOXING 
ILLUS TRATED/ 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, result- 
ing in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, Joey 
Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy Humphrey, 
“Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro Vazquez, 
Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard Boiled 
Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, Joe 
Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique Torres, $25 
October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. Sonny 
Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, “Sailor” Art 
Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty Daltons, 
results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser ys, Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Please send me the collector’s editions I’ve checked. I am 
: COLLECTOR'S CORNER N UBLISHIN enclosing §$ as payment in full or have : 
1 WRESTLING REVUE LONDON PUB GCO. provided my credit card number below. (Please refer to I 
y LI Fall 1961 BOX 910 magazine descriptions for specific prices.) In the event , 
1 CJ December 1961 FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 any of my requested publications is sold out, I will accept I 
oO February 1962 the following magazine as a substitute: = 
' (June 1962 Name i 
. — December 1963 ' 
y C February 1964 Address Apr ——__ & 
| BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ i: 
1 WRESTLING NEWS State 3 Se 
! [1] May 1959 Please indicate method of payment: For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, : 
tn June 1959 OC Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) you must add $1 for every back issue to be i 
= O) VISA 0) MasterCard delivered by ground and $2 for every back 
y LJ September 1959 Credits et ae ee eee issue to be delivered by airmail. ! 
1 L) October 1962 Expiration Date: /___ International money orders in U.S. funds ! 
1 © October 1963 MOR only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 1 
» C) Febru ary 1964 Signatures All sales final. No exchanges will be made. 
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You. can’t cool down.when these 
’ nd! Shawn’ Michaels wishes 
he could teach them all a course in Advanced 
Romance—"Heartbreak Kid” style! 


= ming = 
j + Keaton ang the fi 
otras ok better 


- 
im Basinger x posed ae i michaels Ves 


of Batman P ape made te tad” 


‘blonde’ sa 


68 WRESTLE AMERICA 


THE 10 WOMEN 
SHAWN MICHAELS 
WOULD-LOVE 

TO LOVE 


Ss WN MICHAELS IS the man so many female wrestling fans 


would love to love. With his rock-star looks and rock-hard 
physique, Shawn is truly the “Heartbreak Kid” to millions of 
women. Well, you might not believe this, but Shawn fantasizes, too. 
The women in his dreams are some of the most 
beautiful of the 20th century. 
Getting personal, we asked Shawn to list the 10 women he'd most love to 
love. His list takes us on a tour of American beauty. 


Cc Kim : Dusingr ze 

“Oh, man, some of the things she did in that 9'/ Weeks flick, | 
get all excited even thinking about that,” Michaels said, referring 
to the gorgeous blonde actress. Michaels may have trouble pry- 
ing Basinger away from her current husband, actor Alec 
Baldwin, but he can always dream. 

“| love her voice—it’s so sultry,” Michaels said. “Nothin’ 
against that Michael Keaton dude, but they should have cast 
me as the caped crusader in Batman. Anything to get next to 
Kim. I'd play Bruce Wayne to her Vicki Vale any day!” 
€ V fre Wits 

You've seen her many times on WWF Monday Night Raw. 
She's the ring card girl. She’s also a lawyer and a fitness 
iy model. Wrestling doesn’t need a round card girl because it 
EA doesn’t have rounds, but when a woman who looks as 
good as Themis is around, who’s going to argue? 

“Not me,” Michaels said. “In fact, I'll be fighting when 
they no longer put her on Raw. You know, | happen to know for a 
fact that she wanted to be on Raw so that she could meet the 
‘Heartbreak Kid.’ True story!” 
= Yr wre OQ Ucinsfee lid. 

“This beautiful blonde bombshell was a Hollywood icon in the late- 
50s and throughout the ‘60s. Michaels still likes to watch her old 
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movies now and then. 

“l've seen everything she’s done, and she was a knockout!” Michaels 
said. “When | first laid eyes on her, | couldn't believe what she looked like. 
She could stack up to any of the most beautiful women of today! | saw a TV 
movie of her life once where they had that Loni Anderson chick playin’ the 
part of Jayne. Let me tell you, Loni Anderson is one beautiful chick, but 
she can’t hold a candle to Jayne Mansfield. Too bad the ‘H-B Kid’ wasn’t 
around in her day. What a couple we woulda made!” 

‘ Fe ciciite / Nerf jp 

This American classic caught Michaels’ eye for obvious reasons. 

“The ‘Kansas City Bomber and her Kansas City bombers!” Michaels 
exclaimed. “Never been anybody like Rackey. She’d make any red- 
blooded American male’s blood pressure rise. Unbelievable! | never 
knew how much acting talent she had, but with a body like that, who 
cares? And she has that sultry bedroom voice! 
aich’s halt Heck, | do, too! I'd take her to one million years 
ie B.C. and back!” 
rae. is pHot a Uarilym Wenroe 
Jayne a a ti ke es today: The second of two yesteryear beauties on 
shoulders: a >: Mca Shawn's list, Marilyn Monroe is perhaps the most 
; _ He doest”® famous screen actress of all-time. And the most 
* *  seem interested ! beautiful. 

) a" halts “What can | say that hasn’t already been 
fo 5 rae WA said?” Michaels asked. “Everybody loved Marilyn. She 
= ~Seen§ was outstanding, and she had some of the most 
; “ei famous men of all-time. JFK. Joe DiMaggio. 
Unfortunately for her, she never had Shawn 
Michaels. Her loss.” 
‘ Vey Wie /; Le 

Michaels is a big fan of the TV show Baywatch, 
mostly because of the beautiful blonde who has 
turned herself into the most beautiful attraction on 
California’s beaches. 

“| liked her all along, and 


Raquel W 
yooked 4 


n 
atte wine 
qouldn't giv 


AMERICA 


now | like her even better. You know why?” Michaels asked, not 
waiting for an answer. “It’s because everybody knew her as Pamela 
Anderson, but when she got married to that rock star guy of hers 
from Motley Crue, she respected him and started using the last 
name Lee. Everybody knew Pamela Anderson, and nobody knew 
Pamela Lee, but she did it for him. She knows who wears the pants in 
that family, and | hope they keep it that way. Hey, Pam, how does 
Pamela Michaels sound?” 

@ MeO MacD cnse “2 

The leggy Australian model/actress and the “Heartbreak Kid"? 
Talk about two beautiful people! Michaels reads more than wrestling 
magazines in his spare time, and just loves Sports Illustrated—espe- 
Cially those swimsuit issues. 

“She can fit into a bathing suit, can’t she? Wow!” Michaels said. “Whoa! 
Is that a bikini or a strand of dental floss? And | tell you, | can’t get 
enough of that accent. | see she’s trying to 
become an actress now. That’s cool with 
me, as long as we keep seeing her in those 
swimsuits. What a bod!” 

Uma a A fexmease 

Michaels surprised us with this one. 
Thurman is a fine young actress, but is she one 
of the most beautiful women in the world? 

“Absolutely!” Michaels said. “Very sexy babe. 
How can you not love the name? Uma. How many 
Umas do you know? You know, I'm not big on vio- 
lent movies, but | went to see that Pulp Fiction flick 
just because Uma was in it. She’s the classic bad 
girl. She's the kind of woman you don't want to bring 
home to Mom. Great chick. But | still don’t get that 
Uma-Oprah routine Letterman was doing last year 
at the Oscars. What was up with that?” 

z ‘ Demi 0 

Ms. Bacall stands for classic beauty, elegance, Watch out, Bruce 
and class. Some say she would be slumming by 
going off with Michaels. 

“Slumming? Why slumming?” Michaels 
asked. “She'd be lucky to have me. I’m 
young and virile. I'd make her feel young 
again! Humphrey Bogart ain't got nothin’ on 
me!” 

PDeme e Me OVE iy 
The star of Ghost, Disclosure, and 
Indecent Proposal will be taking off (and tak- 
ing it off) again in the movie Striptease. 
Michaels can’t wait to see her. 

“Think she'll take all her clothes off?” 
Michaels said. “I sure hope so. But, Demi, 
save some for me! Forget Bruce Willis. He 
ain't got any hair left, babe!” C] 
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Fotis on. 
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Photos by John S. Pithers 


KAMA vs. THE UNDERTAKER: Even though he looked terrified and over- 
matched when Undertaker grabbed him by the throat and hoisted him 
high into the air (above), Kama came back with fists flying just 
moments later (above right). 


Kama’s outburst ulti- 
mately turned out to be 
ineffective when Under- 
taker let loose with a 
relentless series of chops 
(right) and kicks (far 
right). Kama left the ring 
in a sealed casket. 
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ISAAC YANKEM vs. BRET HART: The dentist didn’t offer “The 
Hitman” Novocaine before planting a boot in Hart’s throat 


(above). That was okay with Bret; he was just as vicious 
when he drove Yankem’s head into a ringpost (right). 


HAKUSHI vs. THE KID: Bad night for Kid. He couldn't fight 
off the Japanese sensation’s chokehold (above), and 
things got much worse when Hakushi leveled Kid with an 
elbow after getting a running start (right). 
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EL! & JACOB BLU vs. THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS: It was brother and 
brother against brother and brother in this wild brawl. Bart Gunn 
connected with some forearm smashes on Eli Blu, and the Gunns 
earned themselves a PPV victory. 


ALUNDRA BLAYZE vs. BERTHA FAYE: Give Alundra points for 
courage. Executing a “Frankensteiner” on a 250-pound 
monster like Bertha isn’t easy. It wasn’t good enough, 
either. Bertha went on to win the WWF Women’s fitie. 


ee - 


did plenty of damage to both these fan favorites (above), but 
many people still want to know how Shawn recovered after 
being suplexed onto the arena floor (left)! 
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HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY vs. BOB HOLLY: Holly was in pain 
after Helmsley executed a backbreaker (left), but his spirit 
wasn’t broken. He still had enough energy to retaliate with a 
series of kicks to the stomach (below). 
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SKIP vs. BARRY HOROWITZ: “The Winner” 
looked like he was dancing after he sent this 
Bodydonna flying (left). He wasn’t able to 
avoid Skip’s superplex (above), but he did kick 
out when Skip subsequently tried to pin him. 
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Bret Hart hasn’t wrestled for any title in the WWF 
in nearly a year, and he isn’t complaining as much 


} fact that Bret liked working on 
Dove and his performance 
Was well-received might be bad news 
“Hitman” fans. Acting could be the 

Hl @ career he pursues next ... and 
‘sooner than you think. 


Winter/1995 


as you'd expect. Maybe the excitement of the 
Squared circle just doesn’t do it for him anymore 
A 


By Bryan Ethier 


watching glumly as WWF World champion Diesel and Intercontinental 

champion Shawn Michaels posed in the glow of the bright arena lights 
after winning a tag team match. Unlike Diesel and Michaels, who now bask in 
the ever-present spotlight of success, Hart watched ruefully and powerlessly 
from a darkened hallway as the wrestling world seemingly 
passed him by. 

Eyes that for years bumed with the fire to compete, to win, 
and to conquer, barely held an ember of competitive fire within 
them now. 

At that instant, Bret Hart may have reached a crossroads in 
his career. The model of excellence in the WWF for so many 
years realized he was no longer revered by his colleagues and 
the fans the way he once was. 

He closed his eyes, rubbed his muscular hands across a 
face hardened like parchment, and stared blankly down a hall- 
way as if he were listening to the inquiring voice in his head: /s 
it time to retire? 

He opened his eyes suddenly; his heart was like a jack- 
hammer in his chest. Reality had spoken to him, but would he 
listen’? 

Hart had to run, to think, to make sense of his jumbled 
thoughts. And that’s just what “The Hitman” did: He went off by 
himself for a few days to ponder the state of his wrestling 
career. 

Will wrestling continue to be in the future of one of the 
greatest wrestlers of all-time? It’s hard to imagine the WWF 
without Hart; his attention to detail in the ring, and his clean, 
scientific style have provided a standard for all wrestlers to 
emulate. 


3 RET HART STOOD silently in the shadow-streaked arena runway, 
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Instead of getting shots at the World and Intercontinental title 
this summer, Bret battled Jerry Lawler, whom he crushed two 
years ago. Having to wrestle so many grudge matches should 
bother a man of Bret’s ability. 

it’s also difficult to fathom Hart retuming to the squared 
circle without a supreme purpose. Therein lies his dilem- 
ma. 

“lf you know Bret, you understand how goal-oriented 
he is,” said his brother Bruce. “Mentally, he is absolutely 
worn out, not because he has been overworked, but 
because he is working without purpose. Even after he lost 
the World championship to Bob Backlund, he still had a 
reason to get into the ring. He had scores to settle with 
Backlund, with Owen, with Jerry Lawler, and with 
Hakushi. All these guys wanted to take him down 
because they knew he was the best wrestler in the world.” 

But as Hart has recently divined, the flame of vindica- 
tion will eventually be extinguished by a soul that is pure. 

“He simply cannot keep wrestling with the sole purpose of 
getting back at his enemies,” said his father, Stu. “Negative 
energy consumes Bret like a life-threatening fever. He's a 
good man who deserves the best. He should always be 
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WWF World champ or seriously contending for that title. 
When he can't do that, it will be time for him to retire.” 

The truth of the matter is this: There is a very good 
chance Bret Hart will never again be WWF World champion. 

“He’s held the World title, the Intercontinental title, and 
the WWF tag team title two times each, and he might 
have to be satisfied with that,” confirmed another wrestler 
close to Hart. “He beat Michaels in a series of matches a 
few years ago, but that’s when Bret was starting to peak 
and Michaels was just finding his place as a singles 
wrestler. Today, Bret knows that because he is a fan 
favorite, he probably won't get a shot at Michaels. And 
Diesel leamed at the Royal Rumble this year that he has, 
at best, a 50-50 shot at beating Bret. Consequently, Bret 
Hart has become the king without a crown ... or a cham- 
pion without a belt.” 

The only thing certain about Hart’s future is that he will 
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Flying elbowsmashes (above) and bulldog head- 
locks (right) carried “The Hitman” to many wins 
over Hakushi this year. These contests were excit- 
ing, but again, why should Hart have to prove him- 
self against an unproven WWF wrestler? 


not toss away his wrestling tights if he doesn’t 
have another job lined up. And rumor has it 
that Hart has designs on an acting career. Earlier this 
year he guest-starred on the TV series Lonesome 
Dove. The reviews for Hart were generally favorable, 
and the wrestler-turned-thespian admitted at the time 
that he loved the experience and would like to work on 
other dramas, particularly Westerns. 

“He has panache,” said a Hollywood insider. “He 
has a bit of John Wayne’s swagger, Clint Eastwood's 
quiet diffidence, and Maurice Chevalier’s charm. He’s 
still raw as an actor, but with some work, he might 
have a future in the business. But his time is running 
out; this is an out-of-sight, out-of-mind business, and 
he’s already been away for nearly a year. That could 
cost him any future work.” 

Yes, today’s Hollywood producers do have Hart in a 


bind that could be much more painful any “sharpshooter.” 
And the would-be actor may not be able to escape. Bret, 
as a result, will have to make a choice that could forever 
change the course of his career. He has taken a step ina 
new direction by not aggressively pursuing champi- 
onship-caliber wrestling matches. He now seems to will- 
ingly accept matches against beatable opponents simply 
to stay in shape. Let's face it: Dr. Isaac Yankem and 
Jean-Pierre Lafitte are no Diesel and Shawn. 

Faced with a less-demanding wrestling schedule, 
“The Hitman” has the time to pursue his other interests, 
including acting. 

“We truly believe he will pursue a career in the movies 
eventually,” added Bruce Hart. “Bret harbors_no illusions 
of grandeur, however. He has been a champion athlete 
for a decade, but 
he knows he will 
have to start out 
with minor acting 
roles. But | sense 
that he wants 
another shot at the 
limelight, and he 
knows he cannot 
] get it in the WWF 
right now. Bret will 
only realize his true 
self-worth when 
legions of people 
worldwide are once 
again giving him a 
standing ovation.” 

WWF promoters 


All those tough emotional and physical battles with Owen seem to have finally taken their toll on Bret, Detter take that as a 


too. He just doesn’t have the competitive fire he used to have. 
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wakeup call. O 
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WWF Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 6'5” 

WEIGHT: 279 

YEARS PRO: 4 
HOMETOWN: Greenwich, CT 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: 

IWF heavyweight (1992-93) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: 
Determination—loves to prove 
he is superior to a// opponents 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Doesn't use his scientific skills 
as much as he should 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
“Pedigree” (modified piledriver) 
CLOSEST ALLY: Himself 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Henry Godwinn 

BIGGEST MATCH: 

Defeated Bob “Spark Plugg” 
Holly at SummerSlam '95, 
August 27, 1995 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: Get rid of 
all the “lowlifes” in the WWF 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Prove 
he is a much better athlete 
than Shawn Michaels and beat 


him for the Intercontinental title 
HE SAID IT: “It amazes me 
that the fans of the WWF fail to 


appreciate my talents. | am 
merely trying to get rid of all 


the filth in the organization.” Be rss LAASI EY 
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The war is heating up! Nitro is going 
head-to-head with Raw. Both the WWF 
and WCW are scrambling to sign new 
talent. So which one is the top 
federation now? We tell you in our 
exclusive analysis! ... It was one of the 
most shocking stories of 1995. LEX 
LUGER jumps ship from the WWF to 
WCW! He explains exactly why he did 
it in “Press Conference” ... Don’t 
believe everything you hear. DIESEL 
and SHAWN MICHAELS say they’re 
the best of friends, but we know better! 


All this—and much more!— 


in the January 1996 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


ponusmmccmenmas PF Aya 


Don’t miss our bonus 1996 wrestling 
calendar and datebook! ... For months, 
WCW was known as the home of aging 
former WWF stars. Now SABU, EDDY 

GUERRERO, DEAN MALENKO, and 
others are putting the wrestling back in 
WCW wrestling. Find out what the 
addition of these new and exciting 
stars will mean to WCW ... The tension 
between SKIP and SUNNY is building. 

Just who does call the shots in THE 

BODYDONNAS? ... DIESEL talks 
about his “dream year” in “Hotseat” 


All this—and much more!— 


in the Winter 1995 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


Frank Miller, Memphis, TN: “Very 
well! It would be like a clean start 
for him, which is what he needs 
after failing to beat Hogan. He’d 
get a new crop of wrestlers to beat 
up. I can’t believe Vader really 
plans to be a fan favorite in WCW. 
It’s like in other sports when a good 
player wears out his welcome in 
one town and goes into a slump. 
Then he’s traded and does great 
with his new team. Vader needs 
change. He could beat everyone in 
the WWE, Diesel included.” 

Charles Holliman, Las Vegas, NV: 
“The Vader aura is gone, and I don’t 
think he’ll get it back. He isn’t the 
killer monster that he used to be. 
Vader’s success is based on his 
ability to intimidate. Hulk Hogan 
totally destroyed that when he got 
up after that power bomb last 
January. Now everyone knows 
Vader is beatable. Sure, he could 
beat most WWE guys, but I doubt if 
he could take Diesel. Diesel’s much 
more aggressive and confident than 
Vader is today.” 

Aimee Garibelli, Bristol, CT: “Ive 
heard a lot of people say Vader 
should just go to the WWF right now 
and destroy everybody he sees and 
win the World title. It won’t be that 
easy. The competition is catching up 
to him. He can’t get away with using 
those same three or four moves that 
made him successful a few years 
ago. The WWF has athletes who are 
much quicker than Vader. I just can’t 
see him having the stamina to keep up 
with Bret Hart or Shawn Michaels.” 
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Jeff Calloway, Lake Charles, LA: “A 
year or two ago, Vader was the most 
feared wrestler in the world. Even 
though he lost to Hogan a few times, 
he’s still pretty much the same wrestler 
today. I’d love to see him in the WWF. 
Diesel has never had to take on a big 
man with skills. Sid Vicious and 
Mabel don’t count. I say one or two 
Vader power bombs and we’d never 
hear from ‘Big Daddy Cool’ again. 


“Given that Big Van Vader 
was suspended by WCW in 
September and that he may 
be unhappy with his stand- 
ing in the promotion, how do 
you think he might fare in 
the WWF?” 


Some say Vader hasn’t been the same 
since Hulk Hogan made his power bomb — 
look rather ordinary. This might just be 
the time for him to get a new start in a 
new promotion. : 


Vader needs to go wrestle somewhere 
where Hulk Hogan isn’t.” 


Stephen Daley, Martinsville, VA: 
“It would be the perfect time for 
him to leave for the WWE. Look at 
who the two singles champions in 
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Actually, Vader has spent a good portion 
of the last few years wrestling in mean- 
ingless grudge matches against the 
likes of The Guardian Angel. if he joined 
the WWF, he would probably get title 
shots fairly quickly. 


the WWE are right now: Diesel and 
Shawn Michaels. What a challenge it 
would be for him to try to cut one of 
those guys down. Unfortunately for 
Vader, he showed he couldn’t beat 
Hogan for the WCW World title, so he 
has nothing to shoot for there. He’d have 
plenty to shoot for in the WWE. He’d be 
a mean, driven wrestler again!” 


Willie Harley, Topeka, KS: “I think 
Vader would succeed in the WWF, but 
not for long. In the WWE, he’d have to 
wrestle a more demanding schedule than 
he has in WCW. He’d be on the road at 
least four or five nights a week. WCW 
has almost no arena cards. I’ve noticed 
Vader tires after about 10 minutes in 
most of his bouts. He might win the 
WWFE title, he’d start to wear down after 
wrestling guys like Bret Hart night after 
night. Soon he’d start to struggle a lot.” 
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Independent 
Rates 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 


1. Brad Armstrong + 1 1 Militia buster 

2. Buddy Landell - 3 1 Who needs Cornette? 

3. Terry Gordy + 1 3 Freebird still soars 

4, Tommy Rich | 4 Jimbo’s main man? 

5. Robert Gibson - l 5 Find him a partner 

6. Tracey Smothers = 15 1 Master thug 

7. The Punisher = 1 7 Name says it all 

8. Tony Anthony + 15 1 Hanging tough in tags 

9. Al Snow 3 7 Is the WWF calling? 
10. Bob Armstrong = 1 10 Old guy never quits 


1. Jerry Lawler + 57 1 Still on top. Surprised? 

2. Brian Christopher = = 30 2 The elbow still hurts 

3. J.J. Armstrong + I 3 “Roadie” no more 

4. Sid Vicious + l 1 No “Psycho” in Memphis 

5. Steven Dunn = l 5 What happened to Well? 

6. Doug Gilbert + 8 2 Good man now, but for how long? 

7. Axl Rotten = l 7 No longer “extreme” 

8. Gorgeous George Ill - 3 4 What happened to him? 

9. Spellbinder - 1 9 Magic didn’t work in WWF 
20, Pat Tanaka sees there VceeeedO.,. Decent im tgs ee eeseeee 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-I=12-issue high 


ECW: ECW champion—the Sandman; 1—2 Cold Scorpio; 2—Tommy Dreamer; 3—Mikey Whipwreck; 4—Bull Pain; 5— 
Cactus Jack; 6—911; 7—Tuz; 8—Raven; 9—Rey Misterio Jr.; 10—Hack Myers. 


MTW: MTW champion—Al Snow; |—Marly Jonnetty; 2—Brad Armstrong; 3—Bruiser Bedlam; 4—Sean Casey; 5—Ray 
Roberts; 6—Chris Carter; 7—Bastion Booger; 8-—Dan Severn; 9—Rock Stevens; 10—J.1. Lightning. 


PWA: PWA champion—tThe Hater; |—Stormtrooper Willie; 2—Noilz; 3—Charlie Norris; 4—Wahoo McDaniel; 5—Jesse 
Hennig; 6—Punisher; 7—Horace the Psychopath; 8—Blacktop Bully; 9—Randy Gusto; 12—Lenny Lane. 


PWE: PWE champion—Southern Rocker; |—George South; 2—Htolian Stallion; 3—Star Ryder, 4—Madd Maxxine; 5— 
Flaming Youth; é—Austin Steele; 7—Tyrone Knox; 8—Terry Austin; 9—Randy Sledge; 10—Carolina Dreamer. 


WWA: WWA champion—Chris Evans; 1—Ed Atlas; 2—im McPherson; 3—Jimmy Snuka; 4—Chuck Sloan; 5—Frank 
Finnegan; 6—Metal Maniac; 7—John Rotten; 8—Akita Kaos; 9—Gus the Greek; 10-—Gino Caruso. 
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For period ending September 18, 1995 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


MADD 
MAXXINE 


There’s a wrestler in the Pro 
Wrestling Federation who is run- 
ning roughshod over all compe- 
tition and is a top contender to 
the heavyweight title. That rule- 
breaker stands 59”, weighs 190 
pounds ... and is a woman! Her 
name is Madd Maxxine. 

Maxxine hasn't just defeated 
all the men she has taken on, 
she has also attacked a midget, 
other women wrestlers, a refer- 
ee, and a man selling programs. 
She has won battle royals in 
which she was the only female. 
She's definitely an equal-oppor- 
tunity bully. Her abilities and 
astounding win-loss record even 
eamed her a spot (number 315) 
in the 1995 “PW/ 500.” 

So far, she’s been unstop- 
pable. Maxxine combines an 
awesome power attack with 
some decent technical moves 
and has told promoters to get 
her a shot at the heavyweight 
title or else. As long as she 
keeps wrestling the way she 
has, there’s no reason to think 
she won't win that title. 

“| am the greatest woman 
wrestler in the world today,” 
said Maxxine. “That PWF belt 
will be mine. | won’t stop 
crushing people until | get it!” 
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Enter as often as you wish. Open to residents of the continental U.S. 12 or older; under 18 need parental permission to participate. Void in CA, MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibit- 
ed by law. The contest begins 8/15/95 and ends 1/15/96. Contest consists of three games. Game 69 begins 8/15/95 and ends 11/15/95; Game 70 begins 9/15/95 and ends 12/15/95; 
Game 71 begins 10/15/95 and ends 1/15/96. Approximately five days after each game, one First Prize winner and five Second Prize winners will be selected at random from among 
all eligible entries received that correctly identify the hidden match for that game. First Prize winners will each receive $250 cash; Second Prize winners will each receive a 6-issue 
subscription to Pro Wrestling illustrated (retail value of subscription $15). Total retail value of all prizes to be awarded is approximately $325. For each game, the odds of winning 
depend on the number of eligible entries received that correctly identify the hidden match. All prizes will be awarded. No substitutions allowed. NO PURCHASE OR TELEPHONE 
CALL NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE. For complete rules and/or mail-in entry form with word list clues and word-find diagram, send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: WRESTLING WORD-FIND CHALLENGE, P.O. BOX 625, DEVON, PA 19333, and at your option, identify the number of the game you wish to enter, All mail-in entries must 
be postmarked no later than the ending date of the game entered (as indicated on the entry form provided by the sponsor) and received no later than five days after the ending date 
of that game. Contest sponsored by London Publishing Co. and Advanced Telecom Services, Inc., 996 Old Eagle School Road, Wayne, PA-19087-1806 (610) 964-9146. 
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OU MIGHT NEVER see anything like it again. 

Veo fans are among the most knowledgeable 
fans in the world, and they know as soon as 

anybody when a wrestler is going someplace else. 

Well, the loyal ECW crowd knew that Eddy 
Guerrero and Dean Malenko were headed off to 
WCW, so when the two of them wrestled to a draw in 
a thrilling best-of-three-falls match in their final ECW 
appearance, the fans made them feel wanted. They 
chanted, “Please don’t go!” to both men in an emo- 
tional tribute that both later said they’ll never forget. 

“It was incredible,” said Guerrero, who also paid 
tribute to his mentor, Art Barr, at the end of the 
show. “It was unlike anything | ever expected. | 
mean, wrestling fans aren’t usually like that. They can 
easily go and watch me in WCW, but this meant 
something to them. | was touched.” 

Guerrero was so touched that afterward, he went 
around hugging the fans and shaking hands. It was a 
memorable farewell. 

The Roadie is back, but not as The Roadie. The 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


former WWF semi-star, who will 
be most remembered for being 
one of the reasons Jeff Jarrett 
left the federation (was it Roadie 
singing “With My Baby Tonight?” 
Will we ever know?), has resur- 
faced in the USWA under the 
name Jesse James Armstrong. 
Armstrong made a big stink in his 
USWA debut, claiming that 
nobody—but nobody!—in the 
federation could beat him. That 
drew the attention of USWA/ 
WWE mish-mosh Jerry Lawler, 
who said, “Il can beat you!” 
Lawler and Armstrong wrestled 
until Brian Lee interfered and 
piledrived Lawler. Armstrong was 
disqualified, and about a week 
later, Lawler beat him by pinfall. 
Lawler also made headlines 


Dean Malenko and Eddy Guerrero have renewed their rivalry in WCW, but they put on quite a show in 
their final ECW encounter. By the end of the evening, the fans were begging them not to leave. 
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It’s not The Roadie anymore ... it’s not Brian Armstrong ... it’s now 
Jesse James Armstrong. The man who used to always be by Jeff 
Jarrett’s side is now targeting Jerry Lawler in the USWA. 


when he teamed with Sid Vicious against Lee and 
Armstrong. The unusual pairing came about when 
Lawler boasted that he had a lot of 
friends in the WWF and that the 
WWF had given him permission to 
team with one of its wrestlers on a 
USWA card. Lawler wanted the 
toughest guy, and he ended with 
Vicious. They lost by disqualification. 
Lee has since left the federation. 
PG-13 won the USWA tag team 
belts on August 28 and continue to 
reign after holding off challenges 
from The Heavenly Bodies and Pat 
Tanaka & Axl Rotten. Wolfie D & 
J.C. Ice won the belts in a tourna- 
ment by beating the Bodies, Axl 
Rotten & Brian Lee, and Terry 
Gordy & Tracey Smothers. Wolfie 
& J.C. suffered a setback a few ie 
weeks later, however, when Tekno —aEMatE. 


belts. 

Former USWA Southern champion Billy Jack 
Haynes looked more energetic and better than ever 
in a series of bouts with Brian Christopher, but had 
to leave the federation after being pinned by 
Christopher in a tag team match. The match—which 
pitted Vicious & Christopher against Haynes & Jesse 
James Armstrong—carried the stipulation that the 
man who got pinned had to go ... Downtown Bruno 
(a.k.a. Harvey Wippleman), Brandon Baxter, and 
Uptown Karen are continuing their feud with Miss 
Texas. Miss Texas has beaten Baxter and Karen in 
numerous handicap matches ... The Ultimate 
Warrior signed to wrestle on a series of independent 
cards in the Northeast, but pulled out for undisclosed 
reasons. 

The other “Nature Boy,” Buddy Landell, is a fan 
favorite again. The transformation happened follow- 
ing a match in Barbourville, Kentucky, that pitted 
Landell and Tommy Rich (with Jim Cornette) 
against Bob and Brad Armstrong. Failed interfer- 
ence by Cornette, who misdirected his ether-soaked 
rag, led to a loss for Landell and Rich, who argued 
after the match. Landell then punched Cornette and 
Started in on Rich before Terry Gordy interfered on 
Rich’s behalf. Landell bodyslammed and figure- 
foured Cornette, but The Punisher arrived on the 
scene and punished Landell, leaving him lying in a 
pool of his own blood. 

“All this experience proved to me is that what 


¥ 


Team 2000 beat them in a non-title pg-13-y.¢. ice & Wolfie D-have reason to smile these days. They’re USWA tag 
match and fled the ring with the team champions again, but they’re having a little trouble with Tekno Team 2000. 


Winter/1995 
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everybody’s always said about Jim Cornette is true,” 
Landell said. “He cost me more matches than he 
helped me win. As for Rich, he’s a loser, he’s always 
been a loser, and he always will be a loser.” 

SMW Commissioner Bob Armstrong said he is 
instituting $500 fines on wrestlers who are caught 
using foreign objects, and $250 fines on wrestlers 
who strike referees. But later, after Landell hit 
Punisher with a chair, Armstrong said he would pay 
the fine because “Landell’s actions were justified.” 
Some sheriff! ... Tom Prichard of The Heavenly 
Bodies injured his foot in a match against The 
Thugs—“Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony and 
Tracey Smothers ... Tommy Dreamer was 
attacked by Frank Stalletto and his manager, 
Notorious Norm, after a Pennsylvania Champi- 
onship Wrestling match in Reading, Pennsylvania. 
Mikey Whipwreck saved the day for Dreamer ... A 
hot rumor has ECW promoters looking for a venue in 
Queens, New York. Actually, “venue” might be too 
nice a word; the ECW real estate people are looking 
at an old warehouse and wish to convert it. 

Rey Misterio Jr. and Psicosis have arrived in 
ECW. Their first match—a victory for Misterio—was 
a classic ... In late-breaking ECW news, The Pit 
Bulls won the tag team title from Raven & Steve 
Richards in a bloody double-dog-collar match. On 


Buddy Landell wasn’t able to beat Shawn Michaels this summer, and it was partly because 
Jim Corette’s interference backfired. Landell has since fired the manager and turned fan 
favorite in SMW. 
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Referee Bill Alfonso made life miserable for 911, many other ECW 
wrestlers, and thousands of fans when he tried to curb the vio- 


lence in ECW this year. 911 finally got his revenge ... and it only 
took one choke-slam! 


the same card, referee Bill 
Alfonso, who has infuriated 
fans for months by trying to tone 
down the violence in ECW, was 
choke-slammed by 911. You 
knew that was coming eventually! 

WWA manager Eddie 
Reality is looking for some new 
blood. He needs a partner for 
“Super Jock” Ed Atlas, who 
split with his former partner, 
Chris Evans, in the spring ... 
Madd Maxxine wants a shot at 
the PWF heavyweight title, 
which is currently held by 
Southern Rocker, and is 
threatening to leave the federa- 
tion if she doesn’t get one. Ah, | 
say let her leave! 

That's all for now. Until next 
time, take time out to enjoy an 
indy. ol 
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STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today's 


wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 


New efforts have been made to get PW! Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW! Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 


week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 


Want to try a sample issue of PW Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
Subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Iustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


BOBBY HEENAN LENVE 


BRAWL 
VICIOUS & ANDERSON \NJURED IN HOTEL 
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] 

. YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send H 

London Publishing Co. Ci NEW me a subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 

P.0. Box 910 RENEWAL . i 
2 L] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 ig 

L] 84 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! ; 

I 

t 

CO Check or money order C] I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. ! 

(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 : 

i 

LJ VISA NAME 

[] MasterCard i 

ADDRESS APT i 

Card number = === == ee oe ys: j : 

Expiration date: | ome Si es) {it ey. : 

MO/YR Offer good in the U.S. and Canda only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for single issue; | 

$32.74 lor 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for S2 issues. Intemational money orders 1 

in US. funds only. Please allow up to 8 weeks for subscriptions to start. 25 | 
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Johnny 


These days, the mentally and physically 

handicapped preter tobe labeled “disadvantaged.” 
“Handsome” Johnny Brattord has used his 
disadvantage to his advantage tn 

wrestling-many would say to the point of exploitation 


By Steve Anderson 


HEN RULEBREAKING MANAGER “Hand- 
Wes Johnny Bradford enters an arena, the 

fans of Midwest Territorial Wrestling greet him 
with boos, jeers, and’catcalls. 

He doesn’t hear a thing. — 

When referees demand answers after Bradford’s 
men win matches due to his illegal assistance, he 
doesn’t respond. Promoters chastise Bradford for 
his actions. They threaten him with fines and sus- 
pensions. 

He doesn’thear a thing. 

It's not that Bradford is ignoring his detractors, 
he can’t hear them. Literally. “Handsome” 
Johnny Bradford is wrestling’s only deaf man- 
ager. And he has overcome that handicap to 
become a legitimate and dangerous force in 
Midwest Territorial Wrestling. 

Bradford’s-current-stable of.wrestlers 
includes Johnny Paradise, “Punisher” Rock 
Stevens, and former Smoky Mountain Wrestling main- 
stay Bruiser Bedlam. Bradford communicates with his 
men by reading theirlips and teaching them rudimenta- 
ry Sign language. This gives him and his men a tactical 
advantage in any match. Unless an opponent can 
also understand sign. Janguage-and “steal.the signal,” 
he is/usually distracted by advice and strategy he 
can’t understand. 

While Bradford has overcome his deafness, he 
has also exploited it and used jit for nefarious 
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Bradford: 


RESTLING’S 
NLY DEAF 


WANAGER! 


means. When a referee catches Bradford in a compro- 
mising situation and makes inquiries of the manager, 
he immediately and somewhat questionably loses his 
lip-reading skills. 

“Handsome’ Johnny is the best, brother,” raved 
Paradise. “He gets those referees all in a lather. A frus- 
trated referee is not an effective referee, if you know 
what | mean!” 

“lll admit that | had my doubts when he approached 
me,” said Stevens. “He had no experience and he was, 
you know, deaf. | recognized him as the guy who used 
to always be at ringside holding his little camera. What 
could a deaf photographer do for me? Well, neediess 
to say, it has been nothing but success and money for 
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me since | hired him!” 

Oh, by the way, did we mention that Bradford is 
also a wrestling photographer? Following the same 
road as James E. Cornette and Paul E. Dangerously, 
“Handsome” Johnny began his wrestling career snap- 
ping photos. MTW promoters, anxious for publicity, 
were more than happy to allow Bradford full ringside 
and dressing room access. Unbeknownst to them, 
Bradford was laying out his strategy for domination. 

“Johnny seemed like a nice guy who wanted to help 
out,” recalled MTW promoter Gary Woronchak. “He 
tended to his own business in a very professional man- 
ner. His deafness was never an issue with him or us. 

“But then something changed,” Woronchak contin- 


Bradford’s deafness becomes 
an asset when referees 
accuse him of misdeeds. He 
simply pretends he doesn’t 
understand what they’re say- 
ing and further confuses the 
official. 
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Bradford flanks his two main mercenaries in MTW: Johnny 
Paradise (left) and Bruiser Bedlam (right). He first got to know 
some of the wrestlers through his experience as a wrestling pho- 
tographer. 


ued. “He began to jaw with the fan favorites and the 
referees back in our dressing rooms. He obviously was 
partial to the rulebreakers here in MTW. When it got to 
be too much, | jokingly told him to either apply for a 
manager's license or stay away from ringside. | thought 
I'd bluff him into calming down.” 

Unfortunately for Woronchak, Bradford called 
his bluff and obtained a manager's license. That was 
three years ago. He immediately began assembling a 
group of vicious and sadistic rulebreakers. Then his 
crown jewel rolled into town. 

“| was fresh out of Smoky Mountain,” recalled 
Bruiser Bedlam, a former MTW heavyweight champi- 
on. “I needed a change, so | headed toward Michigan 
and MTW.” Bedlam also needed a new manager. He 
was accustomed to the aid of Jim Cornette in SMW, so 
he sought out Bradford, who was more than willing to 
sign him. As a token of gratitude, Bedlam presented 
his new manager with a gift, one that showed he saw 
promise in the relatively unheralded manager: one of 
Jim Cornette’s tennis rackets: 

One wrestler’s gift is another managers weapon. 
Bradford has carried that racket to ringside since the 
exchange. He has also used it to score many "aces* for 
his men. Other managers have seen Bradford, and 
they are impressed. 

“| see the tennis racket as more of a tribute than a 
ripoff,” said Cornettem “As longras he’s,usin’ the dad- 
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gummed thing to whack a 
) few of those Michigan 
pretty boys, hey—the 
| more the merrier!” 
“He has this almost 
» psychotic side to him,” 
) added Dangerously. “In 
» fact, | should send him a 
‘ | phone‘in case he gets 
. i tired of that racket.” 
3 ‘ Not content to stay 
+!) outside-the ring,Bradford 
| has had his share of 
action in the squared cir- 
cle as well. In official 
matches, he has tagged 
with J.T. Lightning ina 
) handicap match against 
: MTW favorite “Crippler” 
Ray Roberts (they won by disqualification when 
Roberts refused to stop pounding on Bradford!) and in 
other six-man matches. 
“ don'tGare if he’s’ deaf, blind, or has.a hangnail,” 
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Enemies never take it easy on Bradford. They know he is a very 
devious manager who must be dealt with harshly. Here, Paradise 
and Bedlam catch Johnny after he was thrown across the ring 
by “Grippler” Ray Roberts. 
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Roberts didn’t appreciate it when Bradford came to the ring 
dressed exactly like him for a handicap match pitting Roberts 
against Bradford and J.T. Lightning. The “Crippler” was DQ’d 
when he refused to stop beating up the manager. 


said Roberts. “That punk gets in my way again and his 
deafness will be the /east of his problems.” 

Bradford has also had some tangles with other 
wrestling. superstars. To date, he has been press- 
Slammed by Road Warrior Hawk, bodyslammed by 
Doink the Clown, and superkicked by former 
“Rocker” and former MTW heavyweight champ Marty 
Jannetty. Though he is quick to use illegal tactics, 
Bradford offers wrestling fans something that many 
others before him could not: a manager who might 
truly be a force in a major promotion someday. 

Many have said that the art of managing has 
become a lost art in recent years. Managers are not 
as prominent or as devious as they once were. 
Capt. Lou, Albano, Jimmy Hart, Mr. Fuji, Cornette, 
and Dangerously won’t be around forever. 
“Handsome” Johnny Bradford still has much to 
accomplish before he can compared favorably to 
those men. But if his early success is any indication, 
he could someday be the target of boos and catcalls 
of WCW or WWF fans. 

But they won’t bother him. He won't hear a thing. © 
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Bradford rushes to the aid of Lightning, one of many men 
Careers he has helped. Even a lot of today’s most famous managers 
can’t help but be impressed by what Bradford has accomplished. 
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Independent Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 6 

WEIGHT: 226 

YEARS PRO: 14 

HOMETOWN: Marietta, GA 

MAJOR TITLES HELD: 

Smoky Mountain heavyweight (1995- 
present); USWA Southern (1995); 
WCW light heavyweight (1992); NWA 
National (1984, twice); NWA National 
tag team (with Bob Armstrong, 1981; 
with Tim Horner, 1984) 

BIGGEST STRENGTH: Aerial ability 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Inconsistency 

FAVORITE HOLD: Boston crab 
CLOSEST ALLY: Bob Armstrong 
(his father) 

MOST HATED OPPONENT: 

Terry Gordy 

BIGGEST MATCH: 

Beat Ted DiBiase for the NWA 
National title, February 18, 1984 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Keep the Smoky 
Mountain heavyweight title out of the 
hands of all members of Jim 
Cornette’s Militia . 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Maintain the 
Armstrong tradition of wrestling 
excellence for as long as possible 
HE SAID IT: “My father told me a 
long time ago to always give my best 
and always take pride in what | do. | 
think I’ve done our family proud!” 
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“Expiration Date: _/ 


This is it! The deal you've been waiting for! Now, you can subscribe to a power-packed trie of the 
greatest wrestling magazines anywhere—and save as much as 25% off the newsstand cos?! 


! 
PET SA ANGI HC GREATEST 0.) STORY EVER TOLD 
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Order a six-issue subscription to any of the above titles—or take advantage of our special combination offer and receive four 
issues of Wrestling Superstars, four issues of Wrestle America, and four issues of Sports Review Wrestling—that’s 12 issues in 
all!—at a bargain-priced 20% discount off the newsstand cost! Or get elght issues of each and save a whopping 25%! 
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CJ YES! | want six-issue subscriptions to the following magazines at the following prices—each of which reflects a 15% 
savings off the newsstand cost! 
Wrestling Superstars: six issues for $20.15 
C) Wrestle America: six issues for $20.15 
C Sports Review Wrestling: six issues for $12.75 
Send to: London Publishing Co., 
P.O. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Please indicate method of payment: 
LC Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
VISA © MasterCard ADDRESS 


Card # 


1) New () Renewal 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 


NAME 


APT. 


MO/Y 
Signature: CITY 


STATE ZIP 
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SUPER NES" 
» GENESIS” 
32K" 


rights reserved. Nintendo, Super Nintendo Entertainment System and the official seals are registered trademarks of Nintendo of America, Inc. ©1991 Nintendo of America, Inc. Sega. Genesis and 32X are trademarks 
of Sega Enterprises Ltd. All rights reserved. “PlayStation” is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment, Inc. Windows ‘95 is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Acclaim is a division of Acclaim Entertainment, 
Ine (9 A\4O0K Aocisim Entertainment Inc. All,rinhts reserved. Screen shots shown are taken from the Sony PlayStation version of the videogame. * Bam Bam Bigelow and Yokozuna are not on Super Nes. | 
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